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UJf. force In Croatia allowed to fight 

UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) — The Security Conned Friday gave die 
nearly 14,000 U.N. peacekeeper under fire in Croatia the right to rearm 
. and reorganise their forces w defend themselves. Hie derision came in a 
resolution extending the mandate of the force only until March 31, putting 
pressure on the Serbs and Croats to restore a ceasefire and begin drifting 
a peace accord. It also puts all the peace ke e p ers in both Croatia ami 
B ona under Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter, which authorises the use 
of force to cany out their mission. Scovtary-Gcnend Boutros Ghati said 
.ineauvriiHc' Friday dot suspended U.N. humanitarian aid to Rren i n wQI 
resume. Dr. GhalL. just bade from a trip to Tokyo, told reporters after 
[caving a Security Corned meeting that he has instructed the U.N. High 
Qjpunissioner of Refugees to resume tb ' 

(See eaarfier « page 81. 
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Resignation of 2 ministers rocks Amato 

ROME (R) — Italy’s beleaguered Prime Minister Giuliano Amato 
suffered a devastating blow Friday when two members of hi& cabinet 
resigned. Finance Minister Giovanni Goria quit after persistent slurs over 
a bank collapse 17 yean ago. his ministry said. Health Minister Francesco 
de Lorenzo, under suspicion in a vote-rigging inquiry, resigned after his 
father was arrested on corruption charges, a memoer of his Liberal Party 
told reporters. Their resignations, just nine days after Justice Minister 
Claudio MarteUi quit under a cloud, amounted to the most serious crisis of 
Mr. Amato's turbulent eight-month premiership. Hours earlier, he had 
vowed that his government would not resign and held out the spectre of 
political chaos if Italy were to be forced into early elections. The 
resignation of Mr. Goria. 49, a former Christian Democrat prime 
minster, was the more damaging, its impact amplified by its suddenness. 
He bad king been a favourite target of the opposition and was unpopular 
itt the country because of the chaotic and tactless way he introduced a 
hated property tax last year. While householders fumed in queues to find 
out how they should pay, he was sunning himself on an Indian Ocean 
holiday. 
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$ Africa to end arms 
::?!^eswith Israel 

v ‘ Bahrain (AP) — 

AfiSca «s planning to cease 
‘ ihSt»f cooperation with Israel 
: ' coinade ivith an opening up to 

. ’[kg Arab World, a South African 
•’ ^ official was quoted Fri- 

Was saying. The dose military 

which Knked South 

ImdmH State urns the 





^r eS { 

home 

mother 


to end that coopera- 
te” yad Tehran de-Vaal. ex- 
^'ecotive general manager Q f 

^Armscor, South Africa’s arms 
manufacturing company. The 
daily AJ Hayat said Mr. De Vaal 
confessed tbat.“there are still a 
amnber of contracts being ex- 
ecuted with Israel, but these con- 
tracts will J»t be renewed when 

• £ v . they end.**. 

"U.N. appoints “rapporteur’ 
^onlMMtiWrts abuses 

: ^GENEVA (R) — The United: 
- > '.Nations Unman Rights Commits-' 
: -'.sion stora^tfHidera ned Israel 
its actions in the occupied 

- i'Aiab territories Friday and 
' -appointed for the first time a 

.: /special : instigator to monitor 
v*Ileged abases. Despite opposi- 
■ vjtion fiom the United States, the 

• -..cbmmiMloB adopted four sepa- 
- -- ‘-.rate resohaione censuring the 

-Jewish state for violating the 
-v'rigjbts rfPaksdnians. The conv- 
! mission, the tLN/s main human 
rights foram, has passed resolu- 
-7 lions condcnmmg Israeli policies 
-.-.'rin.the occupied territories every 
7.j>ear since 1968 at its annual 
" "rf sessions. Bat U.N. officials said a 
; : stronger Thiri World contingent 

• ■ ' : an the 53-menrbcr body — and 

ganger at Israel’s expulsion in De- 
Icember of some 400 Palestinians 
7 — allowed member states jo push 
' through stranger reserfutions-this 
year. -One £f the resolutions 
against bad asks the commis- 
_ j skm to appoint a “special rappor- 
m fo investigate violations of 

^internationallaw and the Geneva 
.. conventions in the West Bank 
V-and Gaza Strip. Human rights 
; i " activists said the appointment of a 
ra pporteur would brand Israel as 
- a serious violator of human rights 
alongside Iian,Iraq, Banna 
and the former Yugoslavia — and 
■J. 'give the issue a higher visibility. 

4k " 

. “ 31 Moroccan prisoners 
. on hunger strike 

..RABAT (R) — The Moroccan 
Association , of Human Rights 
.r(AMDH) said Friday 31 political 

- : prisoners bad staged hunger 
j;. strikes, 20 of than for an unii- 

. 7 i .mited period, in protest against 
, worsening detention comfitions. 

- Member* at blaniic and Marxist 
. opposition gnxq*. the detainees 
, are staging their fasts in jails at 
~ • Casablanca, Kenitra and Oujda. 
^ “fond prison at Kemtra, 
10 members of the illegal IsJamk 
_ V v _ Youth fundamentalist group have 
...» on hunger strike since mid- 
Febniacy. Tea Marxists of the 
outlawed Hal Amam (forward), 

, .n.jfdetaiDed is Oujda are staging a 
* °* unfimked duration. 

H izbollahis burn 
Rushdie effigy 

: VT (ft* *) ~ Hundreds of 

4 . -Mnte ltohiu zealots burned an 
: ”«gy ra Salman Rushdie in south 
i! g®"* » declare support 

for bans renewal of a death 
-.sentence on the British writer. 
..■n*y set fire to an effigy of the 

• “Jw-Mtl shouted “Death to 
^^ntau 1 , death to Rushdie” as 

" 7 ^K? u ? ted *tongh Beinit’s Bir 
* j” The effigy was 
- . ^“TfP^^paimd head of Mr. 
.-"”?*"***» top of a jacket wrap- 
..Pra arrond a pole, with a sign 
tote peck sayhig in AraWc, 
•'*. *e heretic Rushdie.” 

■ .«en, Wttncn and children took 
.Brt in die demonstration, which 

- ,«s orgsmsed by HizboHah, the 

hearer of Iran’s fiery 

• rend of. Sinfre fundamentalism 

• 1 Lebanon. The protest was led 
1 Hizbollah denes (See related 

ea page 2). 
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Christopher arrives in Amman 

Democracy in Jordan key point for discussions in addition to peace 
U.S. envoy says Washington committed to peace efforts , but urges similar 
position from parties concerned # Abu Jaber voices hope for success 


By a Jordan Tines 
Staff Reporter 


dan’s commitment to the peace 
process with the aim of achieving 
a comprehensive Arab-Israeli 
. peace on the basis of U.N. Secur- 
AMMAN — U.S. Secretary of rty Council Resolutions 242 and 
State Warren Christopher arrived 338, but pointed out there are 
m Amman Friday for talks with “serious threats” to 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
other officials on means of reacti- 
vating the stalemated Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

In an arrival statement at Mar- 
ka military airport, Mr. Christ- 
opher reiterated tiie American 
commitment to the peace pro- 
cess, saying that Washington “is 
prepared to be a full partner in 
the pursuit (of peace in the re- 
gion) provided the other parties 
share our determination to re- 
sume (the peace) negotiations.” 

The peace talks came to a hah 
in December when Arab parties 
boycotted them in protest against 
Israel’s expulsion of about 400 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber said he hoped Mr. Christ- 
opher’s effort to reenergise the 
peace process would be success- 
ful. 

“We look forward to our talks, 
seeking to advance and accelerate 
the peace process and ensure its 
success,’* Dr. Abu Jaber told 
reporters at the airport after the 
arrival of Mr. Christopher. 

Dr. Abu Jaber reiterated Jor- 


fhe process. 

“Since Madrid, the tension in 
the regjon has subsided with the 
level of Israeli violence in the 
occupied territories increasing; 
the current deportees problem 
being one symptom,” Dr. Abu 
Jaber said. 

Mr. Christopher did not men- 
tion the expellee crisis in bis 
arrival statement in Amman but a 
senior U.S. official was quoted as 
saying Washington was working 
to get Israel speed up the process 
of reviewing the individual cases 
of the Palestinian evictees. 

A compromise proposal made 
by Israel after the Security Coun- 
cil adopted Resolution 799 calling 
for the immediate return of the 
expellees offers to allow the re- 
turn of 101 of the exiles while the 
term of banishment for the rest 
would be cut to one year. In 
addition, Israel also suggested 
that it would review the cases of 
the expellees with a view to possi- 
ble return earlier than offered. 

But foe expellees have rejected 
the offer. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said Jordan 
would listen attentively to Mr. 
Christopher’s assessment of the 



VS. Secretary of State Warren Christopher (left) and Jordanian 
Foreign Minister Kamel Aba Jaber talk to the press Friday (photo by 
Yousef ‘A1 Allan) 


situation in the region and share 
with him its views regarding the 
need to attain a lasting and com- 
prehensive peace that will en- 
hance regional security, democra- 
cy and human rights. 

Mr. Christopher said the U.S. 
recognises the critical role Jordan 
has played in launching and 
pushing forward the peace talks, 
adding that “£ am interested in 
bearing the King’s view, on what 


Jordan and the U.S. can do to 
reenergise” them. 

During his first visit to the 
country as U.S. secretary of state, 
Mr. Christopher will also hold 
talks with Jordanian officials on 
bilateral relations and means of 
enhancing them. 

“In particular. I look forward 
to discussing the King's commit- 
ment to democratic values and to 
broaden political participation; a 


commitment that we very much 
applaud,” said Mt. Christopher. 

The U.S. secretary arrived in 
Amman from Cairo on the 
second leg of a six country tour of 
the region that will also take him 
to Syria, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Israel and possibly Lebanon. 

In earlier statements, Mr. 
Christopher sought to lower ex- 
pectations of his first foreign trip 
since he took office in Januaiy. 
saying he only aimed at hearing 
out the views of leaders of the 
region on means of reactivating 
the peace talks. 

The success of Mr. Christ- 
opher's mission will largely de- 
pend on whether he will be able 
to find an acceptable solution to 
the evictees problem, something 
upon which the Palestinians have 
conditioned their decision to re- 
turn to the peace negotiations. 

The Palestinians and other 
Arab parties have said Israel has 
to implement Security Council 
Resolution 799 before the peace 
talks can be resumed but have 
indicated willingness to accept a 
gradual return of the expellees. 

Egypt was also reported to 
have stressed this point in its talks 
with Mr. Christopher, saying that 
Israel has to comply with Resolu- 
tion 799 and offering a comprom- 
ise proposal on how the resolu- 
tion can be implemented. 


Egypt, U.S. pledge to work 
for resumption of peace talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Un- 
ited States and Egypt agreed Fri- 
day to work for a speedy resump- 
tion to Middle East peace talks 
suspended for the lest two' 
months because of Israel's expul- 
sion on 415 Palestinians. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, on the first day of 
his first foreign mission, met 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and Foreign Mimster Ann 
Musa m a bid to win their support 
for an early resumption of the 
talks. 

At a brief news conference 
after the talks, Mr. Christopher 
did not touch on the issue of the 
expellees- 

He said: “We have today 
agreed to intensify our joint 
efforts to reenergise the peace 
process to encourage the partners 
to return to the negotiations and 
to ensure that these negotiations 
are fruitful and produce results.” 
“We have also agreed that we 
would work together to achieve 


art early resumption of the next 
round of talks,” he said. 

Ahead of the meeting, Egypt 
and the United States appeared 
in disagreement over Israel's 
offer to retrain 101 expellees 
immediately and the rest at the 
end of tins year. 

It was unclear whether Mr. 
Christo ph er succeeded m per- 
suading Egypt to accept the. 
Israeli offer. 

“You have here the agreement 
.between the United States and 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

“We have no new agenda but 
we are working to implement this 
resolution (799) fully. It will take 
some time,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

U.N. Resolution 799 calls for 
an Wm radiatR return of all the 
evictees, languishing for the ninth 
week on a snowy hillside in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Mr. Mubarak said he had 
accepted an invitation from Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to visit 


Washington in the first half of 
April. 

“I find it a very good opportun- 
ity to exchange views with the 
president and to see what could 
be done in the peace process so as 
to move forward,’' Mr. Mubarak 
told the news conference. 

“We are very keen for the 
peace process to continue and the 
negotiations to start as soon as 
possible and we discussed also the 
problem of the deportees and we 
are working so as to resolve this 
problem so as not to hinder the 
negotiations of the peace pro- 
cess,” be added. 

While Mr. Mubarak pledged to 
support the U.S. efforts for an 
early resumption of the peace 
talks, be also said “it will take 
some time” for Palestinians to 
come aboard.” 

Mr. Mubarak said he had a 
“very good meeting” with Mr. 
Chrikopber and was -convinced 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rantisi tells Christopher not 
to seek piecemeal solution 

MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon them. We reject this,” he said. 
(A.P) — The spokesman for the However, he reiterated that if 
nearly 400 Palestinian expellees. Israel “reversed our (expulsion) 
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stranded in South Lebanon said 
Friday U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher should not 
waste time trying tp work out a 
deal to repatriate them 
piecemeal. 

“1 ask Mr. Christopher not to 
lose time. We insist on the imple- 
mentation of international justice 
which produced U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 799 for our 
immediate and collective return 
home,” said Dr. Abdul Aziz 
Rantisi. a Gaza physician. 

‘We’U continue to reject 
American attempts to circumvent 
Resolution 799, even if we die 
here.” Dr. Rantisi told reporters 
at the evictees' tent city between 
Israeli and Lebanese army lines. 

Dr. Rantisi commented on re- 
ports that Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat was considering a com- 
promise: A phased return of the 
evictees in return for Palestinians 
rejoining the American- 
sponsored talks. 

u We reject the peace talks 
altogether, because in the end 
Palestinian participants in such 
talks would recognise Israel. Tbs 
means that Palestinians would 
personally sign a document which 
says their land does not belong to 


order and pledged to the U.N. 
Security Council not to (expel) 
any Palestinian in the future, 
we'U have a stand that I will not 
announce now.” 

Meanwhile, the evictees instal- 
led a satellite telephone in cme of 
their nearly 50 tents and were 
overheard by reporters talking to 
their families and relatives in the 
Israeli occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The evictees did not allow the 
reporters to enter the tent, which 
hoisted the telephone's aerial. 

A source at the camp, who 
refused to be named, told repro- 
ters all the evictees would be 
allowed to talk to their families 
and relatives b? 
throughout 

It could not be determined who 
provided the evictees with the 
communications equipment, de- 
spite efforts by the Lebanese 
army to prevent all scots of sup- 
plies from reaching their camp 
since Dee. 22 

Lebanon has refused to accept 
the evictees, saying it does not 
want to become a dumping 
ground for Palestinians expelled, 
by Israel. 


Afghan 

governor 

killed 

KABUL (R) — A prominent 
Mujahedeen commander who 
was governor of a northern 
Afghan province has been killed 
in a helicopter crash, a govern- 
ment spokesman said Friday. 

Ghulam Mohammad Aryan- 
poor, governor of northwestern 
Badakshan province, died when 
his helicopter crashed 25 
kilometres from the provincial 
capital Faisabad Wednesday. 

“The cause of the crash is not 
yet known,” Mr. Morad said. 

The head of the Badakshan 
supreme court and a deputy high 
court judgp also died in the crash . 

Mr. Aryanpoor was die second 
provincial governor killed in 
.Afghanistan this month. NasruL 
lah Mansoor, governor of eastern 
Paktia province, was killed along 
with six bodyguards when a bomb 
destroyed his car on Feb. 9. 

Mr. Mansoor was the most 
senior Mujahedeen leader -to die 
since the start of the 14-year 
Afghan war of resistance against 
the Soviet-installed government. 

Mr. Aryanpoor, a former 
teacher, wou feme as a comman- 
der of ^Mujahedeen forces in 
Badakshan in die war of resist- 
ance. He was about 50. 


Arafat leaves Amman 
amid reports of bid 
for compromise deal 


By P.V. VWekanand 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat left Amman Friday 
after talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein on the Middle East 
peace process and the Arab op- 
tions in the crisis sparked by 
Israel’s refusal to abide by a U.N. 
demand for the immediate repat- 
riation of Palestinians it expelled 
in December. 

Mr. Arafat flew out of Amman 
for a brief stopover in Cairo and 
then to Sudan a few hours before 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was scheduled to ar- 
rive here m a bid to revive Arab- 
Israeli peace talks stalled over the 
expulsion .crisis. 

A scheduled Arafat trip . to 
Baghdad to deliver a message 
from Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein faded to material- 
ise. The message was believed to 
deal with efforts to reconcile Iraq 
and Egypt and mend the strain in 
their relations caused by the Gulf 
crisis. 

, Informed sources said the mes- 
sage would now be delivered to 
the Iraqi leader by the Palestinian 
ambassador in Baghdad, Azzam 
Ai Ahmad. There was no' im- 
mediate explanation to why Mr. 
Arafat called off his trip to Iraq. 

In comments to the local 
media, Mr. Arafat, chairman of 


die Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), said his talks 
with King Hussein focused on the 
peace process and die Palestinian 
viewpoints. 

Describing die talks as positive 
and fruitful, Mr. Arafat said die 
Palestinian position would be 
ited to Mr. Christopher by 
Hussein. 

In public statements, Mr. Ara- 
fat and other senior PLO officials 
have said that the Palestinian 
delegation would stay away from 
the peace talks unless Israel im- 
plements Security Council Re- 
solution 799 of Dec. 18. The 
resolution calls on the Jewish 
state to immediately repatriate 
the expelled Palestinians. 

Israel rejected Resolution 799, 
but offered a compromise deal 
under which 101 of the expellees 
would be allowed to return im- 
mediately and the term of exile of 
the rest would be reduced to nine 
months. 

The Security Council’ issued a 
statement early this month 
accepting the offer as a first step. 

Despite public insistence on 
the immediate implementation of 
799, Mr. Arafat and other main- 
stream leaders of the PLO were 
reportedly working on a com- 
promise proposal which would 
enable the expellees to return 
home in phases in four months. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Prince Hassan hopes 
for American fairness 
in Mideast process 

PARIS (Petra) — His Royal the trend to democratisation and 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan human rights, 
has said that U.S. Secretary of “We always fall outside the 
State Warren Christopher's cur- circle.” he said, 
rent visit to the Middle East Answering a question whether 
would provide the Clinton admi- Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
nistration with an opportunity to Rabin had committed a major 
assess the situation in the region, mistake by expelling over 415 
Prince Hassan voiced hope that Palestinians in December and 
the U.S. administration's evalua- whether the crisis could obstnict 
tion would not lead to favouring the peace process or whether Mr. 
Israeli-Syrian talks at the expense Rabin had dealt a clever blow to ' 
of Palestinian-Israeli talks. the process. Prince Hassan said 
Prince Hassan added that Syria Mr. Rabin worked out a strategy 
had always affirmed to its part- to satisfy the two opponent cur- 
riers in the peace process its rents in his coalition — the liber- 
preparedness to work collectively als and the religious current, 
with them. Mr. Rabin pleased the liberals 

“Despite this, some people by dropping a ban against con- 
might think that one should act tacts with the Palestine Li be in- 
definitely to hah the Syrian pow- tion Organisation (PLO) and 
er. They are thinking of a new appeased the religious current by 
form of relations ana of a new taking an action against th? Isla- 
regional power.” the Crown mic Resistance Movement. 
Prince said. Hamas, he said. 

In an interview with the French The Crown Prince noted that 
newspaper Le Figaro, Prince Jordan was the only country 
Hassan said the U.S. had no which restructured its national 
standard approach to dealing economy according to the re- 
with countries of the region, not- quirements of Paris and London 
ing that Washington does not dubs of creditors, yet it has not 
deal consistently with all states 

when it comes to such criteria as (Continued on page 5) 

1993 make-or-break 
time for peace —Rabin 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — While ised not to ask Israel for any 
rejecting any further “conces- additional compromises on the 
sions” on the expellee issue, question of the deportees and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak there will be no pressure on this 
Rabin said Friday (he next year issue for us to make more com-' 
would be make-or-break time for promises from the American 
foe peace talks. administration,” Mr- Peres said 

“I have no doubt that 1993, at the airport. - 
perhaps a little into 1994, will be Earlier this month, Mr. Rabin 

foe period in which the negotia- and Mr. Christopher worked out 
tions will reach a crossroads... a compromise under which Israel 
towards advancing the making of would return 101 evictees ini- 
peace. or — God forbid, and I mediately and the rest by the end 
believe it won’t happen — to- of the year, 
wards stalemate,” Mr. Rabin But the Palestinians said that 
said. was inadequate since it did not 

His comments came as U.S. deal with a U.N. Security Council 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- resolution declaring the expul- 
opher is visiting the Middle East sions illegal and demanding the 
to try to revive Arab-lsracli peace men's immediate return, 
talks stalled by Israel's expulsion According to news reports pub- 

of some 400 Palestinians Dec. 17. fished Friday, Mr. Christopher 
“I don’t expect miracles to will ask for Israeli humanitarian 
come out of one visit, and the gestures in the occupied West 
Americans very wisely are not Bank and Gaza Strip and push for 
creating exaggerated hopes,” Mr. a more generous Israeli offer on 
Rabin told Israeli business lead- autonomy to bring the Palesti- 
ers in Tel Aviv. nians back to the peace talks. 

However, speaking to repor- 


ters he said: “We all hope, that 
tiie secretary of state will suc- 
if not immediately then 


Mr. Rabin plans to free hun- 
dreds of Palestinian security pris- 
oners early next week, possibly 
after a few weeks, in bringing Monday, the day of Mr. 
about the resumption of th? ar H V M ,B 

peace negotiations.” *«* * e Davar whic £ 15 

Asked if he would make a close to Mr. Rabin’s Labour Par- 

further “concession’' on the evic- ty ’ n n A 

tees to meet foe Palestinians’ q Mr Rabin s spokesman Gad 
conditions for returning to foe ? cn refused comment Fn- 
talks, Mr. Rabin snapped: day- But Mr. Christopher s visit 

’“And if tomorrow they will put 2”?°^ !? h f S e °Lk!^ 
another condition " Ho, y Month of Ramadan, when 

The Palestinians have said they krael traditionally announces a 
would not return to the talks P nsoner release, 
unless Israel brought back ail of- The Haaretz daily said Mr. 
the nearly 400 Palestinians re- Rabin has asked security officials 
maining to Lebanon after being to prepare a list of possible huma- 
expelled as alleged Muslim radio- nitarian gestures in preparation 
als. for Mr. Christopher’s arrival in 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Israel. 

Peres said -on returning from the Among the gestures considered 
United States Friday that U.S. were release of prisoners, return- 
officials bad promised not to de- mg Palestinians expelled many 
mand further concessions over years ago and easing travel res- 
the expulsions. trictions for i Palestinians, the dai- 

“The United States has prom- ly said. 


Libya denies building chemical weapons plant 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Libya's 
official news agency JANA de- 
nied Friday a U.S. newspaper 
report that the country was build- 
ing an underground chemical 
weapons (riant. 

. “JANA’s political commenta- 
tor denies that the Great Jama- 


for whgt it said was its active 
chemical weapons programme. It 
said Libya was making plants to 
manufacture chemical weapons 
but did not confirm the detail 
reported by the New York Times. 

The newspaper said Clinton 
administration officials described 


hiriya (Libya) has any thought of- the plant as a source of significant 
manufacturing chemical concern because Libya last month 


weapons,” the agency reported. 

The denial fell short of an 
official statement by the Libyan 
authorities, who have not reacted 
to the report in Thursday's New 
York Times. 

The limes said Libya was 
building an underground chemic- 
al weapons plant near T&rhunah, 
about 65 kilometres west of Tri- 
poli, disguised as a water project. 
It said the plant would make and 
store poison gas. 

The U.S. State Department 
also condemned Libya Thursday 


foiled to join more than 100 other 
nations in signing a U.N. conven- 
tion banning chemical weapons. 

JANA said Libya was “pre-‘ 
pared” at the time to sigp the 
convention but added that “it 
committed itself to an Arab coun- 
tries’ decision to not sign the 
convention until all the states in 
the region sign a treaty banning 
all weapons of mass destrnction. ” 
No such collective Arab deri- 
sion has been reported, although 
' ' [insist that Israel’s 

arms should be tnduded 


in a ban of all weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Most Arab states boycotted a 
meeting in Paris in January to 
sign the chemical weapons ban. 
But Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco 
and Mauritania, Libya's partners 
in the Arab League and the Arab 
Maghreb Union, signed. 

Stale Department spokesman 
Joseph Snyder condemned the 
alleged Libyan programme and 
noted that the UJ4. Security 
Council has imposed a mandatory 
ban on any weapon related ex- 
ports to Libya. He praised the 
German government for recent 
steps it has taken to curb such 
exports to the Libyans. 

“The United States calls on all 
countries to follow the German 
example in carefully scrutinising 
exports of dual . use chemicals 
and equipment foot have applica- 
tions m the field of chemical 


weapons,” he said. 

JANA said the reports of a 
Libyan chemical weapons plant 
were a "campaign against it in foe 
international media (and) one of 
the methods of psychological ter- 
rorism the Libyan people con- 
fronts with the implementation of 
the Security Council /teriaon" — 
a reference to U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Libyan in foe Locker- 
bie affair. 

The Security Council imposed 
sanctions on Tripoli last April 
after it failed to hand over two 
suspects indicted in the United 
Stares and Britain for the 2988 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. 

U.S. officials, asking not to be 
identified, said tbs Clinton admi- 
nistration is sticking with the 
Bush administration's demand 
font Libya turn over the two 
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U.N. worried over N. Somalia 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


MOGADISHU 'Agencies) — ' 
The United Natic :& said Friday it 
was worried about security in a 
northern Somali town rocked by 
clashes between Canadian troops 
and rioters angry over their 
tribe’s treatment by the contin- 
gent. 

“We have indications that the 
security situation in Belet Huen 
and to the north of Belet Huen is 
certainly less than secure at this 
time and a cause of concern. It is 
deteriorating,'' said U.N. spokes- 
man in Somalia Farouk Mawiawi. 

At a news briefing, he also said 
two Somali gunmen were killed 
overnight near the western town 
of AJgoi by members of the mul- 
tinational task force sent in De- 
cember to protect food aid for the 
starving. 

On Wednesday, Belet Huen, 
300 kilometres north of the capit- 
al Mogadishu, was rocked by 
some of the worst riots since the 
deployment of the 33,000-strong 
force from 23 nations. 

More than 300 rioters, mainly 
from the dominant Jijele tribe 
there, fought with Canadian 
troops stationed in the town. The 
soldiers opened fire, killing one 
Somali and wounding three. 

Mr. Mawiawi indicated that the 
U.S.-led force could do little im- 
mediately to parity the area as 
troops were deployed only in the 
town and not in the north. 

Giving more details of 
Wednesday's violence, he said 
grenades had been thrown at the 
offices of the British branch of 


the Save the Children charity and 
the Somali Red Crescent. “We 
have no immediate reports of 
casualties," be said. 

Colonel Serge Labbe, com- 
mander of the Canadian troops in 
Somalia, said Thursday the pro- 
test had been organised by one of 
the senior warlords m the town to 
protest against alleged unfair 
treatment of the Jijele by the 
contingent. 

Col. Labbe said the tribe felt it 
had not received adequate food 
aid or fair representation on 
Canadian-created committees 
dealing with security and other 
matters. 

Mr. Mawiawi announced that a 
panel charged with reconciling 
Somalia’s 15 waning factions had 
been summoned to meet Ismat 
Kittani, U.N. special envoy for 
Somalia, for talks in Mogadishu 
Tuesday. 

“There have been some con- 
sultations going on... and we are 
hopeful that the meeting will take 
place,” he said. 

The panel was set up after the 
15 signed a ceasefire last month 
to end two years of civil war and 
anarchy that followed the 1991 
ouster by rebels of Somali dicta- 
tor Mohamed Siad Bane. 

It has failed to meet since then 
after some of the factions accused 
others of violating the trace. 

A sniper wounded an Austra- 
lian soldier on foot patrol in a 
market Thursday. 

Meanwhile, Marine Colonel 
Fred Peck announced that nearly 


3,000 more American troops are 
to leave Somalia beginning next 
week. 

U.S.-led forces have faced scat- 
tered violence since they arrived 
Dec. 9 to impose order and en- 
sure that relief shipments reach 
people stricken by war and 
famine. Four Americans have 
died, including two Marines kil- 
led by gunfire. None of the other 
22 countries in the coalition has 
suffered a fatality. 

No precise figures on Somalis 
killed are available, but the num- 
ber is believed to exceed two 
dozen. 

The sniper attack occurred in 
Baidoa and was the third shoot- 
ing incident involving Australian 
forces in two days. 

Australian Christopher Bay, 
19, was hit in the shoulder as his 
patrol walked through a market 
area in the city, 190 kilometres 
northwest of Mogadishu, military 
officials said. He was flown to 
Mogadishu for treatment and re- 
leased. 

Twenty-four hours earlier, Au- 
stralian soldiers killed one Somali 
and wounded two others in a 
fi refight. They were the first 
casualties Australian troops have 
inflicted since the Vietnam war.' 
Another Australian patrol also 
dashed with Somalis on Tuesday, 
but no casualties were reported. 

Col. Peck announced Thursday 
that almost 3,000 American 
troops would leave Somalia start- 
ing next week, including 2,200 
from the U.S. army’s Third 
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Battalion, 14th Infantry based at 
Fort Drum in New York and 
other units. 

One withdrawal will include 23 
army helicopters and four Marine 
helicopters and 250 air force per- 
sonnel, Col. Peck said. 

That will reduce the U.S. pre- 
sence in Somalia to about 15,000 
troops and support staff. 

More than 14,000 soldiers from 
other countries are in Somalia as 
the United Nations prepares to 
approve a peacekeeping force to 


Arab- Americans demand end to alleged surveillance 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Arab- 
American groups have demanded 
an end to what they daim is 
collaboration between police 
agencies and U.S. Jewish orga- 
nisations to spying on their peo- 
ple. 

They are also asking the State 
Department to investigate 
whether U.S. police data about 
American citizens of Palestinian 
ancestry is being provided to the 
Israeli government. 

“We want to turn the comer in 
this relationship” between Amer- 
ican Jews and Arabs, James Zog- 
by, president of the Arab- 
American Institute, told repor- 
ters Thursday. “We need to have 
a new relationship where we treat 
each other with mutual respect as 
two ethnic communities with a 
difference of opinion ...rather 
than spying on each other." 

Mr. Zogby and Khalil E. Jah- 


shan, executive director of the 
National Association of Arab 
Americans, said their news con- 
ference was prompted by recent 
reports of a cozy working rela- 
tionship between police and Jew- 
ish organisations. 

They cited media reports that a 
former San Francisco police in- 
spector provided secret files on 
Arab Americans to the Anti- 
Defamation League (ADL) of 
B'nai B’rith, the Jewish human 
rights organisation. 

San Francisco’s . “entire Arab 
community is living in fear, in a 
panic right now. They literally 
feel they’ve been raped by the 
police department and ADL," 
Mr. Zogby said. 

ADL leaders denied any im- 
proprieties. 

“We categorically reject any 
implication that ADL has acted 
improperly in pursuing its mission 


of combatting anti-Semitism, 
bigotry, extremism, terrorism 
and anti-Israeli propaganda in 
America,” national chairman A1 
Sal berg and national director 
Abraham H. Foxman said in a 
statement. 

Spokesman Jess N. Hordes 
said the ADL “on an ongoing 
basic has treated Arab- 
Americans with dignity." 

He cited the concern his group 
about official methods used to 
screen Arab- Americans during 
the Gulf war. 

San Francisco-area Arab- 
Americans had “developed a pro- 
tective relationship'' with former 
San Francisco police Inspector 
Tom Qerard, only to learn with 
shock that his files containing 
more than 12,000 names of Arab- 
Americans, African Americans 
and Irish-Americans ended up in 


CONDOLENCES 

Romero Restaurant sadly 
announces the sudden passing 
away of Manager 

Sami Qoussous 

Sami will be laid to rest following 
a church service at Um Alhiran 
Cemetery at 1 p.m. Saturday 
Feb. 20, 1993. 

Condolences will be accepted for 
three days at the home of Zaid 
Qoussous — First Circle behind 
the Bani Hamidah House. 

The restaurant will be 
closed until the end of 
Ramadan. 


Algerian premier seeks 
support from France 


PARIS (Agencies) — Algerian 
Prime Minister Belaid Abdul 
Sal am, on his first overseas trip 
since taking office in July, is 
seeking French support for his 
government as it battles an esca- 
lating terror campaign by Muslim 
extremists. 

Mr. Abdul Salam had a work- 
ing lunch Thursday with his 
French counterpart, Pierre Bere- 
govoy, then conferred with Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

"We noted that Franco- 
Algerian relations are developing 
well, and we hope this con- 
tinues,” Mr. Abdul Salam said 
afterwards. “The president con- 
veyed France’s wish to be at 
Algeria's side in any case where it 
could be useful ...especially m 
this difficult period for our coun- 
try." 

Also on the agenda for Mr. 
Abdul Salam’s two day trip were 
meetings with parliamentary 
leaders, executives and former 
Finance Minister Edouard Baha- 
dur, a favourite to succeed Mr. 
Deregovoy as premier after the 
conservative opposition's ex- 
pected victory in legislative elec- 
tions next month. 

France, which ruled Algeria 
until 1962, has slowly improved 
relations with Algeria's 13- 
month-old military backed gov- 
ernment after a period of strain 
early last year. Military leaders 


assume control of the coalition 
from the United States. 

“Col. Peck said the U.S. reduc- 
tion was unconnected to an up- 
coming Security Council debate 
on the Somalia mission. 

“The remaining combined 
troop strength of about 30,000 
will be more than adequate to 
accomplish all assigned mis- 
sions,’' he said. 

American forces in Somalia 
reached a high of 24,000 on Jan. 
26, Col. Peck said, while the total 


coalition peaked at 38,381. 

General Cevik Bir, the new 
Turkish commander of U.N. 
troops in Somalia, will arrive in 
Mogadishu Monday for talks with 
U.S. military officials on a hand- 
over of the multinational force, a. 
U.N. spokesman said. 

Gen. Bir is expected to take 
charge of up to 25,000 troops by 
April when most U.S. troops 
serving in Somalia are likely to 
have gone home. 


the hands of the ADL. said Mr. 
Zogby, quoting California news- 
paper reports. 

Mr. Gerard has been reported 
living in the Philippines after 
abruptly quitting the police de- 
partment last year. 

Harsh treatment accorded 
some American citizens of 
Palestinian ancestry when they 
try to visit relatives living in the 
Israeli-occupied territories 
prompts suspicion that material 
from U.S. police files is being fed 
to the Israeli government, Mr. 
Zogby said. 

He cited the case of a Michigan 
State University students he said 
was forced to confess to belong- 
ing to an Arab student group 
regarded as illegal in Israel after 
being shown a detailed file of his 
U.S. campus activities. 


U.K.accuses Iran of outrageous 
conduct over Rushdie affair 


ousted President CbadB Beajetfid and can- 
celted parliamentary elections 
wmen were expected to be won 
by the fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). 

Since then, the front has been 
banned and thousands of its sup- 
porters detained in a crackdown 
that has provoked terrorist re- 
taliation by armed Islamic mili- 
tants. About 300 security force 
members -have been killed, in- 
cluding four in an ambush this 
week. 

Last week, Defence Minister 
Khaled Nezzar escaped injury 
. when a booby-trapped car was 
detonated by remote control 
along the route of his own vehi- 
cle. 

Mr. Abdul Salam was expected 
to seek more details about French 
support offered last week by 
France's finance minister, Michel 
Sapin, during a visit to Algiers. 

Violence continues 

Islamic militants raked two 
para-military police vehicles and 
an army ambulance with gunfire 
Wednesday, killing three gen- 
darmes and a soldier, Algerian 
police said. 

The official news agency APS 
quoted gendamerie headquarters 
as saying the militants struck the 
convoy on the highway linking 
the village of Hamdania and the 
town of Medea, 70 kilometres 
south of Algiers. 


LONDON (AP) — Britain, sum- 
moning Iran's top diplomat, 
Thursday accused Tehran of out- 
rageous behaviour by renewing a 
death sentence on British author 
Salman Rushdie. 

Foreign Office Minister Doug- 
las Hogg delivered the protest 
during a 45-minute meeting with 
Iranian charge d'affaires Gho- 
lamreza Ansari, officials said. 

“Mr. Hogg informed the 
charge d'affaires that this (renew- 
al of the death sentence) was an 
outrageous infringement of Mr. 
Rushdie's rights and a violation 
of international law," the Foreign 
Office said in a statement. 

“It was m effect an incitement 
to murder,’* it added. 

The statement, to be passed to 
the Iranian government, was the 
toughest by Britain in a series of 
higher profile protests over Mr. 
Rushdie. 

However, there is no indication 
of what action Britain will take if 
Iran, as in the past, simply 
ignores the protests. 

Mr. Ansari made no comment 
to reporters as he was driven 
from the Foreign Office. 

Daring the meeting, Mr. 
Ansari banded over a letter from 
Iranian President Hasfaemi Raf- 


sanjani, the Foreign Office said. 
There was no immediate word on 
whether the letter was about Mr. 
Rushdie. 

Mr. Rushdie has been under 
police guard since Iran’s Ayatol- 
lah Ruhoflah Khomeini issued 
the death sentence, on Feb. 14, 
1989 after Mr. Rushdie published 
“The Satanic Verses." Many 
Muslims regard the novel as blas- 
phemous. 

Iran’s current spiritual leader. 
Ayatollah Ah' Khamenei, marked 
the fourth anniversary of the 
sentence Sunday by saying it was 
irrevocable. 

Mr. Hogg told the Iranian en- 
voy that Britain found this “deep- 
ly disturbing.” 

Mr. Hogg .invited Indian-born 
Rushdie, a naturalised Briton, to 
die Foreign Office earlier this 
month. 

Mr. Rushdie and his supporters 
hailed what was his first public 
meeting with a Foreign Office 
minister as signaling a new, 
aggressive approach by Britain’s 
conservative government. 

In addition to the renewed 
death threats, an Iranian govern- 
ment charity has offered $2 mil- 
lion, pins expenses, for Mr. 
Rushdie's death. 


French fry compromise will 
make Israeli McDonald’s possible 


TEL AVIV (AP) — McDonald’s 
got a break Wednesday when a 
compromise over French fries 
was worked out paving the way 
for the hamburger chain to open 
its first Israeli branch. 

The agriculture ministry would 
help subsidise Israeli potato far- 
mers so they could meet McDo- 
nald's standard, spokeswoman 
Datya Keinan tokl the Associated 
Press. 

“The potato is not a high-tech 
instrument,” .Mr. Keinan said. 
“It will not be difficult to protect . 
the Israeli market" from overseas 
potatoes. 

Agriculture Minister Yaacov 
Tsur had set junk food enthu- 
siast's pulses racing Monday 
when he said be would not allow 
Israel's first McDonald's to im- 
port its French fries frozen from 
Europe. 

Imry Padan. who is setting up 


the franchise, said the destree 
potato is not readily available In 
Israel. 

But Yair Tamir, who repre- 
sents Kentucky Fried Chicken in 
Israel, crowed that Mr. Padan 
was shirking his patriotic duty. 

The requisite potatoes were 
available from a collective farm 
south of Tel Aviv, Mr. Tamir tokl 
the daily Yedioth Ahronoth — 
they just cost more than the 
imported product. Mr. Padan 
countered that at three times the 
price it was a legitimate issue. 

Mr. Tsur, a member of a col- 
lective farm himself, stood his 
ground. He reminded Israel 
Radio that until the schedule 
franchise opening, set for late 
1993, was announced last year, 
McDonald's was perceived to 
have observed the Arab boycott 
of Israel. The company has vehe- 
mently denied the charge. 
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independent fctndish sate. “If the PKK has been 
dueto General BitKs's work. Tins must hare bem asabotage by 
militants who have infiltrated the aimed forces, Mr. Ozal two 
Milliyet newspaper. 

Israeli soldier dies in Lebanon accident 

tft. AVIV (AP) — An Israeli soldier was killed in an a ori de ntia 
southern Lebanon in which an armoured personnel _ ranter 
overturned while on patrol, the army said Friday. It said th ree 
other soldiers were slightly injured in the same accident Thursday: 
night that killed Sgt- Nir Dovev. Military sources said an 
investigation was underway but that the accident, which occurred 
at the northern edge of Israel’s “security rone” in Leba non, , 
apparently did not result from hostile action. _ T he m cSoeai , 
occurred amid a step up in clashes between Israeli-backed 
mili tiamen and guerrillas in South Lebanon. 

U-S- cancels plans to build VoA station In Israel . 

TFT AVIV (AP) — The United States has cancelled plans to 
build a Voice of America (VoA) relay station in southern load, . 
Israeli radios reported Friday. Army radio said the Clinton 
admin istration made the decision as part of budget cuts aimed at - 
reviving the U.S. economy, but added that Washington may 
consider constructing the station in Kuwait. The can ce l l ation bom 
surprised and pleased Israeli environmentalists who had fought 
against the plan, arguing that the station would be an ecological 
upset for wildlife in the area. “We say thank you to the Clinton, 
administration that has rescued ns from this woe," said Yog* 
Saguy , director of the nature protection society, interviewed on . 
the radio. But officials for the Ekht Company involved is . 
planning the stations were quoted as e xpress i ng disappointment 
and noting that 600 potential jobs would be lost. The station was . 
initially planned in 1987 when die cold war was still in force, as a 
broadcast post to former Soviet republics and Eastern Europe. * 

Heston in Somalia to see aid projects 

MOGADISHU (R) — American actor Charlton Heston arrived 
in Somalia Friday for a three-day visit during which be will inspect . 
aid projects ran by the charity Care. A strong supporter of the 
American military establishment, Mr. Heston immediately held 
talks with Robert Johnston, head of U.S. forces in Somalia, on 
“Operation Restore Hope” launched in December to speed iq> 
food aid movement to Somalia's starving. Mr. Heston, who was 
welcomed at Mogadishu airport by a small U.S. troop guard of 
honour, did not speak to the press. He will visit rehabilitation and 
food distribution centres ran by Care in Mogadishu and the 
western towns of Bardere and Baidoa, among tire areas worst tit 
by a civil war-induced famine that killed more than 30Qj000 
people in Somalia since 1991. . 

Journalist murdered in Turkey 

SANLIURFA, Turkey (AP) — A reporter for a pro-Kurdish 
daily was shot dead in this southeastern; Itairisb province'' 
Thursday, raising to J4 the number of journalist murdered over 
the past 12 months, local officials said. Kenud Kiiic. 28, a local: 
correspondent for the Istanbul-based Ozgnr Gi rn de m , was killed 
by unknown gunmen who followed him with a car as be walked 
towards his village after getting off a bus from the provincial 
centre. The newspaper suspended publication on Jan. 15 for • 
“reorganisation” inter disappointing sales despite its espousal of 


the sepa rati st Kurdish Labour Parly (PKK) which has been 
fighting a guerrilla war in southeastern Turkey since 1984. Over 


5,000 solders, insurgents and civilians have died in the fighting. 
The murder of journalists remain largely unsolved. While many 
local Kurds suspect the secret police, officials have blamed 
feuding Kurdish separatists and Muslim extremists. The bloody 
f und am en talist separatist underground war has been particularly 
intense in the nearby province of Datman, where nearly 140 
people were killed over the past 14 months. The killers escaped in 
almost all cases. 

Turkish police seize herein bounds for Germany 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish police seized 82 Ititogrammes of heroin 
.hidden in a track bound for Germany Friday and arrested four 
Turks, officials said. They told Anatolia news agency that the 
drags, which they valued at seven billion lira ($756,800), were 
seized at the Glvegozu border crossing in southern Turkey as the 
Turkish-owned truck arrived from Syria. Police arrested the 
driver and owners of the vehicle. The drugs were the second 
consignment bound for Germany seized by police in southern 

T “5f y ^ s L y^ r - seized 60 Ititogrammes of pure heroin 
worth 200 billion ($22.7 million) on Jan. 7. Turkey is on the 
uncalled Balkan route over which narcotics originating in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan reach Western Europe. 

Tunisia frees intellectual 

TUNIS (R) — A Tunisian intellectual has been freed alter more 
than two weeks in jail for forming a committee to defend 
prisoners of conscience, lawyers said Friday. Salafa Hamzaocd a 
sooo logtst. was among 18 intellectuals who earlier this month 
fora**! a committee for the defence of prisoners of conscience in 
•nnum. H e we. mated and the 17 othera, mainly umvemty 
professors and lawyers, have been interrogated by a judge. They 

order and spreading false information by referring to the altered 
existence of human rights abuses and odsnnm rrf 


government saysthere have been no prisoners of conscience in 
Tunisia since 1987. 
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to extend child nutrition 
'irogramme in Jordan’s rural areas 




UT-, “““ 

■S.“ % t 


J.T.) — The United 
ildren’s Fund (UN- 
agreed to a one-year 


... ^me fbr Jordan s rural areas, 
programme, which began 
^ i 992 ^bcx>cfits 2£00 children, 

> 2 '^addition to pregnant women. 
• fljjpepient- on the extension 
■■ V' : sreacbed at a meeting Thuis- 
V "^.y between Her Royal Highness 
Prices* Basna, honorary chair- 
r r i«ofl "crf the Queen Alia Jordan 
ejfere Fond (QAF) and Nigel 
*er, UNJCEF representative 

to- a statement, the 

-■^SoanuJ® 6 bcnefft chi,dren 
iSw* *e M * Ji* months 
. 'hd sixTea»* m addfoon to nure- 
T'^ig mothers and pregnant 

- r*omai' h 

' ^Utider -the programme, UN- 
1 tf ’EF provides monthly food 
.r^a pek io-thc children, milk to 
and lentils, rice and 
w*-pMS .to women attending 


health education sessions, the 
statement said. 

It said people in the settle- 
ments of Rishe, Bit Mathkour, 
Qatar, Qoreiqra, Rhamen, Man- 
shir, A1 Aal, Tweiseh, Diseh, 
Qweisreb Ram, Rashidieh, 
Sahehieh and others in Wadi 
Arabs will benefit from the prog- 
ramme which will continue until 
Feb. 1994. 

At the meeting Princess Basma 
and Mr. Fisher also reviewed 
UNICEF's 1993-1997 program- 
mes for children in kindergarten, 
the statement said. 

At the end of the meeting, Mr. 
Fisher presented Princess Basma 
with two vehicles that will be used 
in a health education programme 
for the Queira and Wadi Araba 
regions. 

The child nutrition programme 
is a cooperative effort of UN- 
ICEF and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 



Her Royal HjgfaiifagB Princess Basma Thursday holds talks with 
United Nations Chfldren’s Fond (UNICEF) representative in 
Jordan Nigel Fisher (second from left) mi extending a child 
ntrCtion pr o g ramme (Petra photo) 
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Souse to debate committee report on 
impediments to agricultural development 


:;mman &t.) 

„obsc of-Part^nt will meet 
*jnday ta-d* presence of the 
vrime Mimster and Cabinet 
Members p continue discussion 
^ amendments to the 1988 
.r-'ducatico Unr- • 

C At the meeting also. Minister 
'f pubtie Worts Saad Srour is 
* rotated to deliver the govero- 
ent’s reply to. a question about 
:&■ purchase of saw-dealing 
jujpmcnt and their distribution 
*iaOTe-wven»arates. 
snow mows bought last 


are being distributed to the 
1, Amman, Balqa and Karak 
govemorates. 

Other ministers scheduled to 
speak at the session are Minister 
of Information Mahmoud Sharif 
and Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzak Tubeishat. 

Dr. Tubeishat will talk about 
the government’s plan to create 
new garbage dumping rites and 
assistance to the town and village 
councils. 

The House is also scheduled to 


debate a report by the House 
Agricultural Committee which 
presents solutions to chronic 
problems impeding agricultural 
development. 

Parliament sources said the re- 
port calls for the merger of diffe- 
rent money-lending institutions 
which offer credit to fanners, 
creating a higher council to super- 
vise the agricultural sector and its 
policies, organising an annual 
conference to discuss potential 
problems implemdhting agri- 
cultural policies, decisions re- 


garding the manufacturing of 
agricultural implements and 
equipment in Jordan (including 
tractors), increased use of organic 
rather than chemical fertilisers 
and increasing controls over pes- 
ticide and fertiliser use. 

The report also provides sug- 
gestions on land use for agricultu- 
ral production, rails lor con- 
structing more dams and drawing 
up a national plan for the estab- 
lishment of waste water treat- 
ment plants, food processing 
plants and tomato paste factories. 


HOME NEWS IN 



; ;;;Ktng receives Pakistan! general 

' AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein received at the 
-■"Royal Court Thursday Chairman of the Pakistani Joint Chiefs of 
’ - Staff General Shamhn Ghuiam Khan and an accompanying 
-military delegation. Gen. Khan conveyed to King Hussein a 
message from Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif praising IBs 
Majesty’s role and inviting him to visit Pakistan. King Hussein 
accepted the invitation and asked Gen. Khan to convey his 
. . .. greetings and best wishes to Mr. Sharif and his wishes of further 
progress and prosperity to the Pakistani people. King Hussein 
.' . conferred upon the Pakistani general A! Istrklal Military Medal of 
", . the First Order. The audience was attended by Chairman of the 
.. . Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Fathi Abu Taleb and the 
» Pakistani a mb assa do r in Amman. 

Princess Nafa'a opens painting exhibit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Nafa’a opened 

- an exhibition of oil and watercolour paintings by Iraqi artists 
Mohammad Fradi ami Jabbar Mijbel at Alia Art Gallery. The 
exhibition, which wfl} continue until the end of February, includes 
50 p rintin gs depicting natur al scenes in Iraq and Jordan. 

Saqqaf opens new civil consumers corporation branch 

- MASHARH (Petra) — Minister of Supply Mohammad A1 
S^qqaf Thursday opened a new branch of the Civil Consumers 

7 Gorooration (CCG) in A1 Mash are’ in the northern Jordan 
Valley. The branch includes shopes of food supplies, dotting, 
electrical appliances and other commodities. Mr. Saqqaf said at 
: the opening ceremony that the Ministry of Supply plans to open 
> other brandies in various parts of the Kingdom to provide 
.- services to beneficiaries everywhere. The new branch, he said, 
. will offer services to about 30,000 government and army 
.... . personnel in the area. 

^ Ministry allocates $600,000 to wildlife reserves 

AMMAN (Petra) — The higher committee for the Dhana Village 
Project Thursday held a meeting at the Ministry of Rural and 
Mumbai Affeirs and the Environment. The meeting, which was 
chaired by Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzak Tubeishat. decided to allocate 
$300,000 to die Dhana Wildlife Reserve near Tafileb in south 
Jordan, and $300,000 to A1 Azraq Wildlife Reserve, in tire eastern 
Tbe committee also decided to set up a team to follow up 
and observe the activities of the Dhana VDlage Project. ■ 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 


at A1 Balqa Art Gallery in Fubeis city. 

Exhibition of painHap by four Arab art&s from the United 
States — Ghada Jamal, Helen Khal, Suba Nourri and Afirf 
Zarayk— at the Abdul Hameed Sfaoman Foundation Gallery in 
Jabal Amman, between the First and Second Circles (18 iub.- 6 
P-ra.) 

Exhibition of Romaubm textile marh i nfr ies at the Jordanian 
Textiles Company fa Marita. 

Exhibition of oi paintings by Iraqi artist Mohammad Fatter at 
Babdna.Art Gaflery. 

Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artists Mohammad Fradi and 
f aber Mtybel at Alia Art Gaiety. 


Survey of pensioners 
finds them suffering 


AMMAN (Petra) — .A survey 
conducted by the Jordan News 
Agency (Petra), has found civil 
and military pensioners in Jordan 
suffering fro m economic, social 
and psychological problems. 

The survey, conducted towards 
the end of 1992, revealed that 
Jordan has 114,500 retired men 
and women, accounting ‘for 2.8 
per cent of the total population. 

It said that of the total number 
of retired persons 71.2 per cent 
come from the military and the 
rest from the dvil service. 

The average age of retirees was 
58; and females formed only 6.5 
per cent according to the survey. 

The survey revealed that 42 per 
cent of the pensioners had com- 
pleted less than 21 years of active 
service and that 47 per cent sup- ' 
port families of three to seven 
members. 


More than half of the retirees 
receive less than JD 60 a month in 
pension and 77 per cent have no 
other source of income, the sur- 
vey showed. 

The survey indicated that only 
16 per cent of the pensioners 
were honoured upon their retire- 
ment and 46 per cent had worked 
in the their own towns or villages. 

During their service with the 
government and the military. 70 
per cent of the retirees received 
loans on their wages and salaries 
as their income was insufficient 
for their needs, the survey said. 

More than 71 per cent of the 
pensioners said they find no one 
listening to their views and ideas 
now, and more than 56 per cent 
have tamed to religion after re- 
tirement. the survey showed. 


URGENT URGENT URGENT 

An international service company would like to 
hire accountants with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

- University degree graduates in 
accounting (preferably U.S. graduates). 

- 2-5 years of accounting experience. 

- Fluent in Arabic and English (spoken & 
wrritten). 

-Working knowledge of computers. 
Qualified candidates, please send 
C.V., photo & credentials NO LATER 
THAN 28TH OF February to P.O.Box 
960913, Amman - attention Human Re- 
sources. . 


Expertise & Evaluation Office 
(A1 Zahra Establishment) 

announces 

A GRAND AUCTION SALE 

at 

The Regency Palace Hotel 
On Saturday Feb. 20 and Sunday Feb. 21 

Antique Furniture, Artwork, Carpets... 


L 


Sevres V Galle ^ Bronze 


J 


Articles for sale will be exhibited 
Starting 10:00 am 

Auction will be held daily at 5:00 p.m. 

For information call: 

Saad A1 Masri, Tel. 660000/622617 


Five-year plan to enlarge role 
of private sector — Ministry 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
.Planning Secretary General Saf- 
wan Touqan Friday said the 
ministry is about .to finalise the 
new five-year development plan, 
adding that the new plan will seek 
to reactivate and enlarge the role 
of the private sector in the nation- 
al economy. 

Dr, Touqan said the five-year 
plan will direct special attention 
to remedying imbalances and dis- 
tertfons ip the national economy 
and focus on social sectors, with a 
view to curbing unemployment 


and providing new job opportuni- 
.ties. 

He also said the plan seeks to 
provide necessary services and 
foots more on tire role of the 
private sector in the development 
process. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency (Petra), Dr. Tou- 
qan highlighted the important 
role of die ministry in formulating 
plans and development program- 
mes and security financing for 
such plans. 


He said the ministry draws up 
the economic and social plans and 
the sectoral projects, follows up 
on their implementation and 
assesses the completed work. 

Dr. Touqan reviewed the 
efforts of the ministry ensuring 
the necessary fends for the pro- 
jects included in the five-year 
development plan, particularly 
the service-related projects. 

He added that the ministry also 
secures financing for the feasibil- 
ity studies on these projects in the 


areas of water supply, education, 
vocational training, energy, in- 
dustry, tourism, and agriculture. 
Dr. Touqan said technical assist- 
ance is usually provided by the 
United Nations and its various 
organs. 

He added that the ministry is in 
the process of establishing a 
national information centre on 
economic, social, technical and 
scientific areas. 

The centre will be based at the 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST), he said. 


Crown Prince meets with 
Italian premier in Rome 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Friday met in Rome with Italian 
Prime Minister Guiliano Amato 
and the Middle East 

peace process and Italy’s role in 
it. 

Prince Hassan expressed bis 
keen interest in Italy's calls over 
the past years for expanding the 
membership of the - Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) to include all 
Mediterranean countries. 

The Crown Prince also met 
with U.N. Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO) Director 
General Edouard Saouma and 
reviewed FAO’s role in Jordan 
and the prospect of increasing 
assistance by the organisation to 
the Kingdom. 

Discussions at the meeting also 
focused on food security and hu- 
man rights in the Arab World. 

Prince Hassan stressed that be- 
sides political rights, people have 
the right to food and develop- 
ment, emphasising the need to 
acquaint the Arab people with 
the issue of food security. 

Mr. Saouma said FAO will 
launch 44 agricultural projects in 
Jordan, adding that the organisa- 


tion will send a delegation to the 
Kingdom next May to study the 
needs of the agricultural sector, 
to which FAO has already allo- 
cated $26 million for 1995 pro- 
jects. 

On Thursday, Prince Hassan 
met with Italian Foreign Minister 
Emilio Colombo who described 
Jordanian-Italian relations as dis- 
tinguished. 

Mr. Colombo supported the 
Crown Prince's view that the 
human dimension should be 
taken into consideration in the 
ongoing Middle East peace talks. 

Earlier Thursday, Prince Has- 
san met with Pope John Paul II 
and the Vatican foreign minister 
for talks on the peace nego- 
tiations, bilateral relations, and 
humanitarian issues. 

The Crown Prince also met 
with the board of the Italian 
Industrialists Association and dis- 
cussed Jordanian-Italian coopera- 
tion in industrial fields. 

The two sides agreed that an 
Italian industrial delegation 
would visit Jordan to meet with 
Jordanian businessmen and be 
familiarised with the investment 
climate in Jordan. 


Part-Time “Buyer” Wanted 

“British research firm is extending its worldwide 
network of "Shoppers” and requires part-time help 
from a resident of Amman involving shopping for 
specific, commonly available products in local groc- 
ery and other stores. Ability to communicate in 
English is essential. 

Please, write for details to: 

Eric Biggs 
lls Ltd 

18-19 Long Lane 
London ECIA 9HE 
England 


TENDER NOTICE 

The Directorate of Projects Services/Ministry of Education 
announces the retendering of the following tender which is 
part of the sector project. 

Tender's No. Title Fees JD 


5/92 


B.W. Office 
Equipment 


5.000 


Interested bidders are invited to collect tender documents 
from the Procurement Division of the Directorate of 
Projects Services/Ministry of Education, starting February 
15, 1993 against the payment of the above fees. 

The deadline is 11:00 am. March 20, 1993 

Head of Special Tenders Committee 
Khalid Al Ghazzawi 


U.S. TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE 

A taxpayer service specialist from the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service will be at the American Embassy in 
Amman on February 18 to 24 to assist . U.S. taxpayers. 
A special tax seminar will be conducted on Sunday, 
February 21 , at 2:00 p.m. in the United States Information 
Service auditorium at the ; embassy. Anyone who is 
interested will be welcome to attend. No reservation is 
necessary. 

Individual assistance will be provided in the consular 
■section of the embassy at the following times: 

February 18 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

IsOO pjn. to 4;00 pjn. 


February 21 

February 22, 23, and 24 


8:00 ajn. to 12£Q noon 

8:00 am to 12:00 noon 
1:00 pm to 4:80 pm 


Each taxpayer is advised to have a copy of his or her last 
filed return and to have all papers well organised and 
scheduled to the extent possible when appearing for 
assistance. 

Service will be on a first coma/first serve basis for those 
without appointments. Individual appointments may be 
made by calling 820-101, extension 2061. 

.Income tax forms and information booklets are now 
available in the consular section of the embassy. 


Bahrain meeting 
recommends teaching 
medicine in Arabic 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Aref Bataineh Friday re- 
turned to A min an following his 
participation in a conference on 
Arabising medical textbooks and 
terminology in the Arab World. 

The conference, held in 
Bahrain, issued recommenda- 
tions and resolutions urging the 
Arab states to encourage the 
teaching of medicine in Arabic, 
the minister said in an arrival 
statement. 

He said medical schools should 
commit themselves to this prac- 
tice and should create incentives 
to encourage Arabisation of 
medical terminology. 

The conference also encour- 
aged Arab medical institutions to 
take part in Arabisation efforts. 

Dr. Bataineh had addressed, 
the conference urging Arab states 
to Arabise medical and other 
scientific terminology in order to 
facilitate the learning process of 
Arab science students. 

He added that years have 


elapsed since Arab officials called 
for the Arabisation of medical 
books but no practical steps were 
taken so far. 

Dr. Bataineh attributed this 
failure to apprehension on the 
part of medical schools to deal 
with a seemingly difficult but 
important mission- 

Dr. Bataineh told participants 
to the three-day meeting that 
Arabisation will make it possible 
for Arab medical scholars and 
students to discuss medical topics 
in their mother tongue during 
their general meetings and con- 
ferences. “By Arabising medical 
books, we do not only show our 
pride in our language and society, 
but because science is the right of 
all and a common heritage of 
mankind, it is therefore the right 
of every person to learn about 
medical advances in his or her 
own language,” the minister said. 

He also called for the transla- 
tion of medical periodicals and 
textbooks 
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Qualifications: 

• Past experience with a leading Advertising 
Agency is an advantage. 

• Degree in marketing is a must. 

• Fluency in English is a must. 

• Presentable and owns a car. 

Appointed candidates are expected to handle 
existing accounts as well as marketing the 
agency's services to new clients. 

Please send your C.V. to the attention oi: 

The Manager 
P.O.Box: 7398 AMMAN 

All applications will be treated with utmost confidence. 





MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS ft HOUSING 
COVERNMKNT TKNDKRS U1IU.CTORATK 


Invitation For Bids 
Contract No* 10/93/ Central 
Karntha Water Network and House Connections 
Project 

Trie Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
through the Ministry of Public Works and Housing/ 
Government Tenders Directorate, GTD, "invites experi- 
enced contractors from member, states of the European 
Community and contractors from Jordan who have been 
prequalified by the Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
of Jordan as first grade water and sewerage, two second 
grade water and sewerage, second grade water and 
sewerage and second grade roads or second grade in 
water aid sewerage and second grade in buildings to 
submit their offers for the supply and construction of 
Ramtha Water Network and House Connections Project. 

Those interested in participating in this tender are 
requested to contact the Government Tenders Directorate 
at the Ministry of Public Works and Housing Amman, 
Jordan to receive tender documents starting from 20/2/ 
1993 and in accordance with the following terms: 

1. Scope of work: 

Ramtha Water Network and House Connection Project. 

a. (DIP) Pipes diam.3"-12 M (48)km. 

b. Polyethelyne pipes, diam. 3/4", 1 ",2" (92) km. 

c. Galvanized steel pipes diam 1/2", 3/4" (32) km. 

2. The project is partially financed by the European 
Investment Bank (EIB). 

3. Each tender price (300) JD NON-refundabie. 

4. Last date for purchase of tender documents is Mar. 20, 
■ 1993. 

5. Offers shall be submitted to the Government Tenders 
Directorate before 13:30 local time on Sat. Apr. 3. 1993. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
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Understanding is what matters 

EVER SINCE U.S. Secretary of Stale Warren Christopher 
announced his plans to visit Jordan and a number of other 
countries in the Middle East, Jordanian leaden have been saying 
they will be ready to cooperate with him not only on efforts for 
Arab-Israeli peace but also on the question of regional stabflity and 
how to enhance it through political vision and advancing the came 
of democra'rv and Indian rights. 

On the latter point, ills Majesty King Hnssrisi was very dear 
when he established a commission for the advancement of human 
rights and democracy in Jordan and the Arab World only last 
week. 

“The aim is to enhance the Jordanian democratic experience 
and to liberate oar intellectual and creative capabilities towards 
the goal of establishing a comprehensive paradigm for pefitkal, 
social and cultural democracy,” the King had tokl members of the 
commission, stressing that the long-term objective was to “crystal- 
lise the vision for a future phase from which wfll an 

overall Arab movement rdctodling the Arab renaissance.’' 

Many of ns here in Jordan have consistently maintained that it 
was not only the Kingdom’s position on the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait that had angered the leaders of Che ofl-ridi Arab Guff 
countries, leading to the present-day afienatlon from them, but it 
was also the King's decision to opt for democracy that upset those 
and other regimes in the region, indodiug probably Israel, which 
does not want to see Arab ’‘rivals’’ for its “democratic” image in 
the eyes of the West The fact now that the King amtanes to insist 
on writing “Arab history with liberty and freedom rather than 
oil” means that he sees a new role for Jordan to play in the 
unipolar world led by Democratic President KB Cflntoa and Ids 
colleagues. 

Mr. Christopher's State Department has akneady made it known 
that the new U.S. poficies wfll be largely det ermto ed by other 
countries’ respect for human rights ami efforts to democratise 
their systems, and has in fact demonstrated Its wflflagness 
ability to support Jordan in this regard. 

Bat bow hr Washington is wilting to go in backing Jordan’s 
quest for peace and democracy in the whole region ad how any 
jflfot effort can help the Kingdom stay the course and gain strength 
in the process is an open question that wfll likely come up in the 
course of the secretary’s important talks here. 

On (he other intricate subject' of the peace process, Jordan is 
ready to do what is required to keep hopes afire, even thongi we 
are not necessarily optimistic about the chances of breakthroughs 
with the Israelis, given the Rabin government’s p rocl ivi ty to treat 
the Palestinians in the same way its Likud predecessors ffii. But it 
is np to the Palestinian people and its legitimate leadership to 
negotiate and tell Mr. Christopher what they want.' If the PLO 
decides it is ready to accept the compromise formula brokered by 
the U.S. on the expulsion crisis, this is Bne with ns. The Jordanians 
generally believe, however, that they cannot accept efforts to 
partition and compartmentalise U.N. resolutions, some of which 
were implemented by force against Iraq and others, which, Hke 
242, have to be enforced in foil If there is to be a co mp re he nsive 
Arab- Israeli peace settlement. 

Furthermore, the Secretary of State will no doubt bear that the 
Jordanians want from the U.S. stronger and more sincere eflorte- 
to bring Iraq back into the comity of nations and to end as soon as 
possible the painful sanctions against the Iraqi people. AH regimes 
isi the area, and the Gulf in particular, have not only to respect 
International law and legitimacy but also learn to coexist In peace 
and harmony in order to ensure regional stability, progress and 
prosperity for their peoples. If they all do that, Including the 
regime in Baghdad of coarse, they will find in the centrist 
Jordanian position a block to bnild on and in Jordan a friend who 
is always ready to cooperate and help. 

Mr. Christopher and his delegation are most welcome among 
friends in this country, and we hope his talks here wfll be most 
productive and useful to peace, progress and friendship. 


ARABIC PESESS C&K1MENTARBES 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily described His Majesty King Hussein's speech 
to the faculty and students of Yarmouk University Tuesday as a* 
national voice encouraging democracy and freedom for all Arab 
citizens. Indeed, the King’s words concerning the need to grant all 
Arabs their freedom and their rights came at a time when the 
Arab World witnesses Arab states whose peoples exercise no 
rights. Instead, these peoples are geared to applaud the leaders' 
desires and orders, said the daily. The paper also said that certain 
Arab leaders, who deny their people their rights, try to escape 
their responsibilities towards the citizenry by choosing to alienate 
themselves from the nation. These rulers imagine that their 
dignity oould be respected outside their nation and not through 
actions which can safeguard pan-Arab interests. The paper said 
that King Hussein 's words have now reached all parts of the Arab 
World and his brave stand in support of the oppressed and the 
human rights of Arab peoples is valued and appreciated. Indeed, 
through his wise leadership and national stands. King Hussein has 
gained Jordan respect and has become the pride of die nation, the 
paper continued. A1 Ra’i also appreciated that the King has 
expressed his deep respect and support for the creative and skilled 
amongst our people, with His Majesty urging educational - 
institutions to march ahead with programmes and plans that build 
a population equipped for a brighter future. 

Mahmoud Rimawi, a columnist in A1 Ra’i daily said that the peace 
process remains in deep crisis as a result of the Israeli decision not 
to repatriate all of the evictees who are now stranded in southern 
Lebanon. This situation persists even as American Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher prepares for his meeting? with the 
leaders of Israel and the Arab countries and at a time when 
Yitzhak Rabin remains intransigent, the writer noted. Needless to 
say, the Palestine question continues to be at the heart of the 
Arab-braeli conflict and without a fair and permanent solution 
for the Palestinian people’s future nothing can be gained on the 
other fronts. Rimawi concluded. He said that if Israel is really 
inclined to achieve peace with the Arabs, Tel Aviv should first 
settle the Palestine question and give back the usurped Palestinian 
rights and homeland. But should the United States leave the 
expellees question unresolved while directing its attention solely 
towards resuming the peace talks. Washington will be leaving a 
ticking time bomb in the region, he added. The Arab parties 
boycotted the last day of the eighth meeting with the Israelis in 
Washington in protest against the decision to deport the Palesti- 
nians and have demanded that Resolution 799 be implemented in 
foil, Rimawi noted. 


Accepting the affliction? ! 


By Dr. As’ad Abdul Rahman 


THE CURRENT visit by the 
new American Secretary of 
State, Warren Christopher, to 
some Middle Eastern countries 
carries many meanings and will 
lead to important results, posi- 
tive or negative. In addition to 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Kuwait. Jordan and Israel, Mr. 
Christopher might also include 
a surprise visit to Lebanon, 
unannounced beforehand, in 
keeping with American secur- 
ity considerations. 

Among the special meanings 
of this visit is that the choice of 
the Middle East to be his first 
trip abroad signals a certain, 
message: that in dealing with 
internal issues, the U.S. will 
not ignore world problems, 
and that President Bill Clin- 
ton's administration is deter- 
mined to continue with the 
political settlement of the tri- 
"partite A r a b- Israe I i- 
Palestinian conflict on the basis 
of several considerations. The 
first consideration is that the 
area is important, sensitive and 
volatile. The second is that Mr. 
Christopher’s “preventive di- 
plomacy’' is being put into 
practice to preempt any explo- 
sions. The third is to stress the 
continued special role of the . 
two influential Arab states of 
the region, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, not to mention the 
special message of support for 
Kuwait (added to the program- 
me as an afterthought) 
directed to both Iraq and Iran. 
But what about the special 
meanings of this visit for the 
political settlement? 

After his meeting with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, on the eve of this 
visit, Mr. Christopher sounded 
less optimistic than Mr. Peres 
who talked about two aims of 
the expected visit. The first 
aim, according to Mr. Peres, is 
the continuation of the peace 
talks and the second is the 
adoption of a new agenda for 
the talks. The secretary, 
however, was more restrained 
when he assigned, at least on 
the face of it, more humble 
tasks to his mission: fact find- 
ing — as if the U.S. does not 
know all about the area — and 
to get to know the leaders of 
the region and their opinions at 
first hand to evaluate the situa- 
tion in order to push the peace 
process forward, “without ex- 
pecting immediate approval," 
for continuing the bilateral and 
multilateral talks, "which will 
hopefully start again after this 
visit." 

Secretary Christopher 
knows, of course, that the 
American- Israeli agreement 


concerning the Palestinian 
evictees, imposed on the 
Security Council, has exasper- 
ated feelings of anger among 
the Arabs towards the increas- 
ing political hypocrisy and the 
tendency to apply double stan- 
dards in the American Middle 
East policy. How could this 
visit, surrounded as it is by all 
the different scenario, rumours 
and “information”, be success- 
ful? , ' 

More than one scenario ab- 
out the outcome of this visit is 
emerging. This is tied to the 
request by official Palestinian 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi 
that Israel prove its good inten- 
tions by actual deeds in impro- 
ving human rights practices in 
the occupied territories and by 
specifying a timetable for im- 
plementing self-rule for the 
Palestinians. Some observers, 
expect Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to announce a 
marked easing of oppressive 
measures against the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies, in line with Palestinian, 
Arab and international de- 
mands upon Israel to comply, 
with the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention and human rights in 
general. Others expect Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
to announce another "gener- 
ous gesture” towards the 
secretary's visit by allowing 
more expellees to go bade 
home, by shortening their ex- 


pulsion period or by putting 
them in a military camp in 
Israeli-occupied southern 
Lebanon until their time is np. 
Some Arabs and Israelis, in- 
side and outside Israel, expect 
— or demand — that Israel 
take the initiative of opening a 
. direct dialogue with the PLO, 
'following the recent Knesset 
decision of lifting the ban on 
contacts with the Palestinian 
organisation. Yet others ex- 
pect “new Israeli concessions" 
in the Palestinian autonomy 
question or withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. Some even 
expect the American adminis- 
. tration itself to revive direct 
contacts with the PLO, which 
obviously, directs the Palesti- 
nian negotiating team and 
especially after the PLO lead- 
ership in Tunis has shown 
"more moderation" than the 
representatives from the occu- 
pied territories led by Haider 
Abdul Shaft. 

Rumours also would have 
the expellees spend the re- 
mainder of their time on an 
extended religious pilgrimage 
to the Islamic holy sites in 
Saudi Arabia. 

All these rumours and "in- 
formation" brandished about 
are but an expression of the 
objectives impotence, and 
hence dilemma, facing the 
PLO in going back to the 
negotiating table before a solu- 
tion, or a compensating fonnu- 


5tSH5y 


‘ft 



M.KAHIL 


la, is found tor the expellees. 
This situation emerged out of 
the traditional Palestinian and 
Arab conviction that expelling- 
Palestinians is a strategic 
Israeli policy, whether ex- 
ecuted by Likud or Labour. 
The expulsion operation this 
timei which exceeded in mag- 
nitude previous limits, has also 
shown the Security Council to 
be nothing more than a tool of 
the American policy, when it 
accepted an American- Israeli 
agreement to bypass its Re- 
solution 799 calling for the 
immediate return of all the 
expelled Palestinians. To many 
Arabs and Palestinians, this 
precedent is a dear indication 
that the Americans are trying 
to impose a political settlement 
based on agreements with 
Israel and disregarding the 
Madrid, let alone the U.N.. 
frameworks. 

Following this scenario, 
,even moderate Palestinians 
and Arabs are increasingly un- 
easy about just playing the role 
of a "false witness" or “rubber 
stamp” to an American- Israeli 
formula instead of a negotiated 
settlement or a solution accept- 
able to the present and future 
generations in the region. 

Related to this argument, 
there in another one leading 
the moderates to more frustra- 
tion and pessimism. If the 
world community is unable to 
execute international legitima- 
cy as expressed in the simple 
and straightforward Resolu- 
tion 799, how will it ever be 
able to execute a more ambi- 
guous and complex resolution, 
such as 242? 

According to the Madrid 
formula, it was agreed to 
negotiate for 21.5 per cent of 
the historical land of Palestine. 
So, in the words of journalist 
Joseph Samaha, "we are re- 
quested by a moderate Israeli 
government to negotiate about 
a quarter of authority over a 
quarter of the people m a 
quarter of the land" and now 
we have to accept the return of 
only a quarter of the expellees! 
In view of all these conditions 
and developments, and patrti- 
.culariy in view of Mr. Rabin’s 
and the new American admi- 
nistration's policies, a substan- 
tial number of moderate Arabs 
(including Palestinians) are re- 
minded of the Arab saying: 
“We accept the affliction ... 
but the affliction does not 
accept ns." 

The writer is director of Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Foundation 
and member of Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 


LETTERS 

Traits of honesty for here 

To the Editor: 

I believe diet in the election of President Bill p"*™:*'; 

Ammican people were voicing their deniefor 

hoped that issues which had festered on for 

tackled and a new breath of youth, honesty and jnuW «« 

envisioned In some aspects, the Amercan public has not been 

disappointed. Hillary Clinton has been appointed to 

overhaul the United States' health propammes, wwltodrat 

CKiiton, in his State of the Union Address, has 

taxes and oats in government expenditures to tower ‘^budget 

deficit. This desire to tackle issues head-on is highly cormnend- 

^What we in the Middle East would like to see are toe sat* 
commendable traits of honesty and determination applied to ffis 
part of the world. The United States is ***"■* 

Geneva Convention and as such to Article 49 of the convention 
relative to the Protection of (Mans in Time of War^whidi 
states: “Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deperta-. 
dons of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory 
of the occupying power or to that of any other country, occupied 
or not, are prohibited, regardless of their motive. . . . 

There has yet to be any law, convention, treaty or act winch 
contravenes this noble article. The United Nations Security 
Council acknowledged this when they passed Resolution 799 
calling on the Israeli government to immediately return to the 
occupied territories the 4G0 Palestinians expelled from tneiT 
homes. Until there is such a document, universally accepted, 
which states that the Geneva convention relative to the Protection 
of Civilians in Time of War applies to all peoples except 
Palestinians, it is the obligation of all states signatory to tnc , 
Fourth Geneva Convention to honour then legal and moral } 
obligations in full. Any attempt by the Israeli government, or any . 
other government, to reinterpret or circumvent these obligations, ■ 
discre dits those governments and makes a mockery of their justice j 
system. 

Therefore, we urge the visiting U-S. secretary of state, Warren 
Christopher, to see to it that the same determination that 
President Clinton has demonstrated in tackling arduous domestic 
issues will now be applied to resolving the legal and human right s . 
of the expelled Palestinians. With this solution, and demonstra- 
tion of the integrity of the United States, resumption ami success 
of the Middle East peace talks will be only a matter of time. 

Karan Asfoor, 

Amman 


242 vs. 799 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


U.S. should recognise linkage between 
peace talks and implementation of 799 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE visit of the American' 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to the Middle East 
region, the continued plight of 
the Palestinian expellees in 
southern Lebanon, the situa- 
tion in Iraq and a host of 
domestic issues were given 
prominence by the local Jorda- 
nian press during the past 
week. 

One Christopher discovered 
America,- "the new world”, 
500 years ago and another 
Christopher now embarks to 
disco* er the Middle East (the 
old world), read an article in 
A1 Dos tour daily by columnist 
Mohammad Kawash. 

In a statement prior to his 
departure for the region, Mr. 
Christopher was quoted as 
saying that his tour here was an 
exploratory mission to under- 
stand the viewpoints of the 
different parties to the conflict. 
What the Arabs con say to Mr. 
Christopher, said the writer, is: 
"come and behold our spilled 
blood in the street and the 
atrocities that have been going 
on for ages at the hands of the 
Israeli occupation forces.” 

Sawt A1 Sbaab said that Mr. 
Christopher’s visit could mark 
a turning point in die peace 
process if the U.S. secretary of 
state manifests a genuine de- 
sire to understand the Arab 
parties' views: But, conversely, 
his mission could be obstructed 
if the Palestinian evictees prob- 
lem remains unresolved. 

'The Arab capitals Mr. 
Christopher is visiting have 
already displayed 
apprehension about Washing- 
ton’s moves and concern over 
the Americans' lack of desire 
to see Resolution 799 im- 
plemented, said Sawt Al 


Shaab. The paper noted that 
the Arabs are reluctant to re- 
sume the peace talks, afraid 
that Washington would play 
the same gambit over the im- 
plementation of Resolutions 
242 and 338. 

Mr. Christopher arrives in 
the Middle East with a dear 
intention to inquire as to 
whether the Arab countries 
involved in the peace process 
desire to resume the negotia- 
tions with Israel at this point 
said Mohammad Kharroub, a 
columnist in A1 Ra’i newspap- 
er. This is part and parcel of a 
concerted U.S.-Israeli di- 
plomatic offensive launched 
with the aim of breaching the 
Arab parties' united stand vis- 
a-vis the talks with Israel, he 
said. 

The writer argued that Mr. 
Christopher will be presenting 
his inquiry while noting that 
the U.N. Security Council has 
approved of Israel's bid to re- 
turn 101 Palestinians im- 
mediately and the rest by the 
end of the year. The Arabs, he 
.said, should provide a unified 
response to this demarche be- 
cause the ball is in their court. 
The Arab parties must give a 
realistic and applicable reply 
that will simultaneously help' 
the peace process continue and 
secure the Palestinians' return 
to their homeland, he con- 
cluded. ^ 

Saiameh Ekour of Sawt A1 
Sbaab cast a gloomy picture on 
the expenses affair, noting that 
Mr. Christopher would not 
bear a single word in any Arab 
capital defying the U.S. call for 
the resumption of the peace 
-negotiations with Israel. Arab 
leaders might altogether com- 
pletely ignore the evictees 


question and Resolution 799. 
which they consider as secon- 
dary in importance, the writer 
nored. 

Secretary Christopher’s visit 
to the region has no meaning 
except to emphasise the suc- 
cess of -Yitzhak Rabin and the 
collusion, of certain Arab a,xl 
Palestinian- sources. The w ti- 
ter concluded that the Palesti - 
nians and the Arabs at large 
are the net losers because 
Washington has succeeded in 
diluting and weakening the 
Arab stand and U.N. Resolu- 
tion 799. 

Saleh A1 Qallab demanded 
from the Arab parties an 
emphasis upon certain princi- 
ples and. linn stands in their 
talks with Mr. Christopher. 
The columnist said in A1 Dus- 
tour that the Arab parties 
should make it dear that the 
Palestine question remains at 
the heart of the whole Arab- 
Israeli conflict and that no 
single Arab party can reach a 
separate solution with Israel. 
Either all Arab parties should 
take part in the peace negotia- 
tions or none at all, he stres- 
sed. 

Commenting on the U.N. 
Security Goad’s decision to 
change Resofntkm 799, Sawt A1 
Shaab daily said that by adopt- . 
ing an amendment to that re- 
solution the council has under- 
mined its own credibility and 
further encouraged the Israelis 
to disregard any future resolu- 
tions. The draper added that 
the amendment, which came as 
a result of U.S. influence and 
pressure on the council, was a 
victory for the Rabin govern- 
ment, which refuses to comply 
with the requirements of inter- 
national legitimacy. 

Two months have passed 


shice the start of the Palesti- 
nian evictees’ ordeal in south- 
ern Lebanon and nothing has 
been done to bring them 
borne, said A1 Dust our daily. 
The past two months dearly 
have proven the total impo- 
tence of the Security Council 
even in implementing j* own 
resolution and have demons- 
trated the failure, of any 
attempt, even on the part of 
the U.N. secretary general, to 
reverse this situation. 

The U.N. secretary general 
has already sent three envoys 
to Israel and the Arab coun- 
tries to discuss the problem, 
noted A1 Dust our. The past 
two months have made man- 
ifest to the whole world that 
Israel is permitted to act above 
international law and that no 
power on earth either can or is 
willing to force the Jewish stale 
to succumb to the will of the 
world community, the paper 
commented. 

In the view of Taber A1 

Udwao, a columnist in A1 Dm- 
tour, certain Arab parties, in 
addition of course to Israel and 
the U rated States, have be- 
□efhted from the amendment 
of U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799. The writer said 
that certain Arab states in- 
volved in the peace process 
used the evictees' plight as a 
trump card with which they 
hope to pressure the Amer~‘ 
icons and improve their bar- 
gaining position for their own 
selfish interests. The writer be- 
lieves the Palestinians should 
remain adamant in their posi- 
tion and demand the foil im- 
plementation of the council’s 
resolution. 

Tackling the eogbiiig atroci- 
ties c om mit te d by Mr. Rabin 
mid Iris government against the 


Palestinians, 'Dr. Ghazi 
Znreiqi said in ^1 JRal that 
Premier Rabin seems to have 
decided to terminate the 
Palestinian inti' * at any cost. 
The writer went on to note that 
the lulling of Palestinians, the 
demolition of their homes and 
the eviction of activists all fur- 
nish images of the Israeli plan 
being implemented with sup- 
port from the United States.' 
Israel, he argues, does not 
want substantive peace with 
the Arabs, who seek to regain 
their lands and rights. Instead, 
the regime aims for a peace 
which ensures the continued 
occupation of Arab lands. 

The time has come to bridle 
this “monster" Rabin, who 
brags about peace but con- 
tinues to commit crifhes, de- 
clared Mohammad Kawash, a 
columnist in A1 Dustour daily. 
The writer said that the United 
Nations has to intervene and 
put an end to Israel’s massacre 
of Palestinians and eviction of 
Arab peoples from tiitir home- 
land. The writer believes that 
Israel, well assured that the 
Arab countries are bound to 
resume peace negotiations 
with her, has a free hand to 
cany out atrocities in the occu- 
pied lands. 

Failed A1 Fanek dfarawd 
the situation of Iraq in the 
post-war era noting that the' 
Iraqis have benefited from the 
s a nctions imposed on diem 
over Che past three years by 
■relying upon themselves for ■ 
reconstruction and more food 
production. The cotamniff, 
who writes in A1 Ra’i daily, 
said that the Iraqis have 
achieved a miracle and aborted 
the sanctions im posed unjustly 
by the U.S.-led coalition am] 
succeeded in pursuing recon - 


To the Editor, 

FOR more than two months now, Israel still refuses to comply 
with Security Council Resolution 799 concerning the Palestinian 
evictees m southern Lebanon. But the Western countries, mainly 
U.S., Britain and France, show no interest or even sympathy for 
die miserable situation of the expellees. On the contrary, they 
continue to condone Israel’s rejection of Resolution 799. 

At die same time. Iraq, as well as Libya, must respect at) 
Secnrity Council resolutions, without any exception,, while Israel, 
which occupied Palestine many years ago, until now refuses to 
observe Secnrity Council Resolutions 242 and 336. 

Israel seems to be above the international legitimacy; it seems 
that the Security Council lets Israel be because of the weak 
position of die Arabs. 

Some believe that the U.S. backs Israel to help it be superior. 
And this is due to the Arab states' position vis-a-vis each other. If 
the Arabs want, to resolve .die. evictees' problem, and other 
problems, they have to take a collective action and a practical step 
to force Israel take the expellees bads, to their homes. 

And the U.N. should become what it was first meant to be: a 
fair organisation which everybody would look up to. 

Samer Ababneh and 
Nabed Shaheen, 
Yarmouk University, 
P.O.Box. 3243, 

Irbid. 


- struction under enforced autar- 
chy. In spate of the sanctions 
the Iraqis opened a 565 
kilometre long river, rebuilt 
whole districts, reinstated their 
devastated communications 
and factories and produced 
food on more than two million 
hectares of land, observed the 
writer. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
attacked a proposed amend- 
ment to the country’s 
law which calls for segregating 
male and female students. The 
writer, Mohammad Kawash, 
said that such segregation was 
bound to create more prob- 
lems for a Jordanian soctety 
which already suffers from 
poverty and unemployment. 
Apart from the fact that such 
an amendment will be impossi- 
ble to execute, separating 1 
males and females is an idea 
-that is not founded on eitha 
religious or ethical grounds, be 
noted. What Jordanians should . 
do is instill high morals into 
tiieir children, give them a 
proper education and prepare 
the ground for them to bond a j 
better future together. 

Rajaa Abu Ghazaleh, a oat 
“Mist in Al Ra’i daily, dfr 

a m “*festa«w of 
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Prince Hassan hopes for U.S. fairness 

(Contiaoed from page 1) 


received any compensation. 'He 
that the international com- 
nunrity has so far failed to deal 
seriously with the 350,000 rctnr- 
pees who have came home to 
Jordan after their evictkm from 
-gnwsfc 


■ epee. Prince Hassan said some 
-'people think that what happened 
J £Kdan was a rebellion, “bat I 


yffm — ■ ■■WU B JWTW 

vtiy Jordan opened the trouble 
not allow instabG- 
Ity grafted our democratic ex- 


whether Iraqi President 
g ^m - Hussein would respect 
U^.jsSohftKKB, Prince Hassan 
it w?s matter of time,” 

V- . A fhn f VrBfi iwrrmrtti.. oL. 


dialogue between Iraq and the 
international community, indnd* 
ing tbe U.S. 

In another interview with 
Radio Monte Carlo, Prince Has- 
san stressed Jordan’s belief in 
pluralism, saying it would enrich* 
democracy and enhances the in- 
stitutions, democracy and die 
rale of law. 

Asked if Jordan saw the peace 
talks and the expellee crisis as 
separate issues. Prince Hassan 
said (here was a separation be- 
tween human rights and refugees 
issues adding that the expellee 
crisis was one of the forms wtrich 
tbe Palestinian problem has taken 
since 1984. 

He noted that Jordan has suf- 
fered from this problem, and so 
had Lebanon. 

He pointed out that Jordan’s 
prepa rati ons to p ar ticipate in the 


Uj^Tetotations. had Lebanon. 

latfe regard. Prince Hassan He pointed out that Joidai 
streffld thc aeed for opening a prepa rati ons to p ar tic ipate in t 


Arafat leaves Amman after talks 

(Continued from page 2) 


PLO sources rn Amman said 
the proP^ was tabled by Egypt 
and badtbe support of the 
MejeliHoc, a coalition partner 
in Pfp^r Prime Minister Yitzhak 

Rabin’s government. 

Mr. Ara&ti.who was presented 
die proposal two weeks ago, dis- 
cussed deal with Egyptian 
rniTiirWnt Hoard Mubarak before 
be flew to Amman Thursday, 
PLO officials said. 

. “There are several concfitions 
that tad-' ha* to ^dfil as part of 
the proposed deal,”, said one 
ogjaal. entails a firm commit- 
ment that flh die expellees would 
be returned w tbe occupied teni- 

toxksia tbe next four months, 
starting with an immediate batch 
of at least 140, another 140 next 
(north and tbe rest before the 
begpnifaig of June.” 

Israel expelled 415 Palestinians 
in December; 19 of them were 
aUoned to return either because 


1 been made in error or they were 
sick. The expellees remain in a 
‘ tent c»mp hi South Lebanon be- 
tween SuaeS arid Lebanese army 
lines.' 

Under the proposed deal, the 
eatpdkes^woud be moved to 
Israel’s srff-*tyled “security 
ame” in Sooth Lebanon as an 
interim measure.' 

There fms.no immediate in- 
dication of how Mr. Rabin was. 
viewing die compromise, and 


analysts said the Israeli prime 
minister appeared to be reserving 
comment until he met with Mr. 
Christopher this week. 

The expellees, accused by 
Israel as hardcore organisers of 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) and Islamic Jihad 
groups, have rejected any 
piecemeal solution to their plight 
(see sep arate story). 

During bis visit to Amman, 
Mr. Arafat also met with Faisal 
Husseini, bead of the steering 
committee of tbe Palestinian de- 
legation to peace talks,- and Saeb 
Erakat, a negotiator. 

Mr. Husseini and Dr. Erakat 
returned to the occupied territor- 
ies Friday to await Mr. Christ- 
opher, whom they would be 
meeting Monday in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Husseini and Dr. Erakat 
“have been given a very dear 
Palestinian position to be pre- 
sented to tbe U.S. secretary,” 
said a Palestinian source. “It is 
simple: tbe course of tbe peace 
process depends on a quick solu- 
tion to tbe expulsion crisis and 
tiie U.S. should exert all efforts 
to ensure that 799 is im- 
plemented.” 

The main concern of the Arabs 
is that if Israel was allowed to 
twist Resolution 799 to make it 
suit its purposes, then the validity 
and implementation of earlier 
Security Council resolutions 


Egypt, U.S. to seek talks resumption 

' -* (Continued from page 1) . 


the Uiulsd States was committed 
to the 'peace process. 

In to week m tbe Middle East, 
va:«i Mr. Chrismpher bopes to per- 
is, £ suade Palestinians and Israelis to 

resume peace talks which have 
been suspended since the Dec. 17 

expulsions of the Palestinians 

from the occupied territories. 

Before the_ Mabarak- 

Christopber talks, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat stopped 
at Caio airport for one hour to 
meet preadratal adviser Osama 
A1 Baz on his way from Amman 
to Khartoum. 

A senior PLO official said Mr. 
Arafat was considering a propos- 
al on the expellees. (See separate 
story). 

If the crisis was not settled and 
compromise were not made by 
the Arabs and Israd, a senior 
U.S. official warned Thursday, 
Pre sident Qatton might consign 
. .- - Midcast peace making to a back 
btuncr. 

‘There are important opportu- 
nities here that should not be 
hissed by the parties,” Mr. 
Christopher said on bis arrival in 
Cairo. “We have come to the 
region ready to do our best, and 
we wfll be assessing whether the 
. parties are ready to do theirs.” 

• . A se nior U.S. official told rc- 
..f/i ' . Porters ea route from Washing- 

: . iP° fo® Arab-Isradi conflict 
- c p n t c onlimie to have a high 
.. >’ priority if Wft’re nwchme r a wintf a 
. ' closed door.” ■ 

Tbe offidd, speaking era corufi- 

* . Jo® of anonymity, added: “You 

have some indication of 
. wnhugness oa that part to make 
of tire tough decisions.” 

Mr. Mubarak met here 
X Wednescfay with Mr. Arafat. 

Jordanian Infor matio n Minis- 
, for Mafnaoud Sharif said Friday: 
*2^* fear that if the problem of 
' s deportee is not solved, the 
' >r MaMaaddeption may not go 
' fothe peace talk. In such a case, 

. «re whole process may be bam- 
; pered.” 

» ^ Saudi Arabia’s defence mmis- 
i ^ Wnce Saltan, stressed that 
' • L-i - - tttfdom wants ‘imptenienta- 
- • of ah existing (United Na- 
i. ** tiros) resolutions whether they 
' S- t P®tfau» to die Gulf, Israel or, 
- «>ai»4fcrzegovina.” If they are 
lf3 a 1 . ' not, “tbg> big powers and the 
. i.- ; peace-loving nations in die Secnr- 
- i ityCwndlkwe ttefr crwfiWKty ," 

- he; told Kalian repor t ers who 
\ accompanied Italian Defence 
*\ Master Salvatore Ando on a trip 
to Kflndi Arabia Thursday. 

Syrian government newspaper 
A1 Thawra warned, that 
“Washington’s one-sided policy 
and oniiinfted bias towards die 
Israeli ride” would encourage 
• ■ Israel to “put obstacles in the way 

of peace* 


After stops in Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Israel, Mr. Christopher will re- 
port his findings to Mr. Clinton. 

Before he met with Mr. 
Mubarak, Mr- Christopher spent 
the morning sightseeing, touring 
the pharaonic wonders of 46 cen- 
turies ago, including the solar 
boat constructed totake King 
Cheops to heaven, tbe Pyramids 
and the Sphinx. 

“I make no apologies about 
doing that,” he said. “It seems to 
me it gives a context to what you 
are trying to achieve. It’s also a 
reminder to build some structures 
that are enduring.” 

Mr. Christopher visit to Egypt 
came as special U.S. -Cairo rela- 
tions are likely to be tested by 
budget cuts, Egyptian and U.S. 
officials said. 

“It’s no coincidence that Presi- 
dent BQI Clinton sent me to 
Egypt as the first stop mi my first 
journey outside tbe United States 
as secretary of state,” Mr. Christ- 
opher told reporters upon arrival. 

“We are proud to count Egypt 
as a dose and important friend of 
the United States.” Mir. Christ- 
opher said, heaping praise on the 
political leadership which helped 
build tbe Golf war alliance 
against Iraq and is now mediating 
between the Arabs and Israel. 

While both sides stress pubtidy 
that the new Clinton administra- 
tion wants no change in special 
ties, Egyptian officials and Cairo- 
based U.S. diplomats are private- 
ly preparing for a cut in aid which 
could ultimately weaken them. 

Egypt has been a firm U.S. ally 
nearly 20 yews, receiving $2.2 
billion a year in aid by an act of 
Congress, more than any other 
country except its peace partner 
Israel. 

The U.S. embassy in Cairo- is 
one of the biggest m tbe work! 
and Egypt hosts a 40,000-strong 
American community, ipany 
them businessmen and their fami- 
lies linked to aid projects. 

Bat Washington’s expansive 
foreign aid programme, fuelled in 
the cold war by a need to outdo 
the now defunct Soviet Union in 
winning friends around the 
world, is hi gh on tbe hit fist of 
Mr. Clinton’s budget choppers. 

About SZ.4 bOfioo a year goes 
straight into tbe coffers of the 
Egyptian armed forces and is not 
pubudy accounted for. 

During the Gulf war, the U.S. 
wiped oat $7 billion in military 
drat and Western economists say 
political pressure from Washing- 
ton is now bolding off Egypt’s 
other Western creditors, who are 
amrions that economic refor ms 
they backed with $10 billion of 
debt forgiveness are not going as 
planned. 


human rights Summit, which will 
be held Vienna in June, is an 
integral part of the preparation 
for a “human file," which will be 
presented to the Clinton adminis- 
tration. 

Asked about Jordan’s expecta- 
tions from die new U.S. adminis- 
tration, Prince Hassan said Jor- 
dan expects a revaluation of the 
peace process, be it bilateral talks 
or multilateral talks, and to take 
into consideration the interaction 
and integration of the titles and 
issnes. The Crown Prince stressed 
tiie need for an evaluation aimed 
at finding an identity to this re- 
gion. 

“I think the governments of 
this region would be ready to 
move from tbe concept of 
favoured bilateral relation as to 
the concept of regional coopera- 
tion bad there been external in- 
dications converging with the 
aspirations of tbe people in this 
region,” Prince Hassan said. 


would also be jeopardised. 

- In departure comments carried 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Mr. Arafat said he had 
suggested that the Arab parties to 
the peace talks with Israel hold a 
coordination meeting after Mr. 
Christopher concludes his trip to 
the Middle East. 

'A French newspaper mean- 
while quoted Mr. Arafat as 
saying that the resumption of the 
peace talks would depend on 
whether Mr. Christopher could 
convince Israel to bring home the 
Palestinian expellees. , 

“Negotiations will not resume 
without a solution to the depor- 
tees problem,” he told the French 
daily Le Figaro. 

“In order to. know whether 
there is a way out, we must wait 
until Mr. Christopher has found 
an agreement with Rabin," be 
said in the interview published on 
Friday. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel’s offer to 
bring back 101 of the expellees 
fell short of his demands for an 
overall agreement 

“I am talking about an overall 
agreement that would allow all 
deportees to return,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat said it was too early 
to assess the administration of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton which 
took office last month. 

“The U.S. Jewish lobby won 
more posts m this administration 
than in the previous one. Yet, we 
need to wait before having an 
opinion on Bill Clinton,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat compared Israeli 
proposals for Palestinian self-rule 
with Gruyere cheese in which 
Palestinians were left eating the 
boles. 

“Israelis offered to cut up occu- 
pied territories like a piece of 
Gruyere: The cheese for them, 
the boles for us,” be said. 

He said the proposals were for 
a so-called grey area under joint 
! administration, a zone which 
Palestinians could only get near 
to, and a red area totally off 
limits. 

Tt is impossible to accept such 
an agreement. It is worse than 
Sooth Africa’s Bantustans,” he 
said. 
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With apartheid’s demise, South 
Africa moves into Gulf arms market 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates — South Africa, iso- 
iaied for decades because of its racist 
policies, is making muscular 
■ moves into the lucrative Gulf 
arms market and trying to estab- 
lish an economic foothold in the 
region now that apartheid has 
ended. 

The country’s defence industry 
is one of the major exhibitors at a 
major show in this southern Gulf 
emirate and the region’s armed 
forces are showing interest in its 
long range artillery, helicopter 
gunships and advanced electro- 
nics. 

“We think there's a great 
potential for our products in the 
region,” said the head of the 
South African delegation. Depu- 
ty Defence Minister Wynand 
Breytenbach. He is accompanied 
by South Africa's defence forces 
commander. Gen. Kat Lien berg. 

He said that with South Afri- 
ca's racial barriers crumbling, he 
expects the U-N. economic 
embargo imposed on South Afri- 
ca in 1970 will soon be lifted. 

“The way things are going in 
South Africa, we hope to have 


elections next year that will lead 
to the embargo being lifted,*' Mr. 
Breytenbach told the Associated 
Press. 

“This is vitally important to us. 
We need to get back into the 
marketplace because we badly 
need the hard currency. Now that 
our security situation has im- 
proved, we’re cutting down on 
our armed forces so our defence 
industry has to develop new mar- 
kets. We’ve invested very heavily 
in our arms industry over the 
years and we need to get back 
that investment.” 

He said South Africa has sold 
weapons to two countries in the 
Gulf region, but declined co name 
them or say what military systems 
they have' bought. 

But South African sources said 
that interest had centred on the 
renowned G5 155 artillery gun 
with a range of 30 kilometres and 
famed for its accuracy, the G6 
self-propelled 155mm gun com- 
bat-tc-stcd in Angola several years 
ago, the VaJkiri 127mm multiple 
rocket launcher and helicopter 
gunships. 

AH these systems were de- 
veloped by the state run Armscor 
organisation after the U.N. 


embargo forced the South Afri- 
cans to be self-reliant in arms 
production. These weapons have 
all been proven in combat in 
Angola, where for years the 
South Africans battled with the 
leftist Luanda government's 
forces and the Cubans. 

Mr. Breytenbach stressed that 
while the embargo remains tech- 
nically In force. South Africa is 
moving cautiously as it strives to 
break into the world market after 
years of isolation. 

“We’re being very careful ab- 
out who we sell to." he said. 
“We’re not selling to countries 
that could embarrass our friends 
in the United Nations.” 

He did not elaborate. But he 
was clearly talking about Iraq, 
which acquired G5 artillery dur- 
ing the 1980-88 war with Iran and 
used them against the U.S.-led 
allies in the 1991 Gulf war. Iran, 
which needs long-range artillery, 
also is likely to be excluded from 
South Africa's sales list because 
its current large scale rearma- 
ment programme is causing alarm 
among the Gulf Arab states. 

South Africa's moves into the 
arms market are only part of the 
country's strategy of building up 
economic links with the oil rich 


Gulf region. Over the last year or 
so, the South Africans have been 
establishing links despite the con- 
tinuing Arab ban on trade with 
Pretoria. 

The Arab League, which im- 
posed its own sanctions because 
of apartheid and South Africa's 
military links with Israel, is not 
likely to end its embargo until the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) does so. 

The Arabs have been particu- 
larly angered by Pretoria’s coop- 
eration with Israel in developing 
the Jewish state's nuclear 
weapons. But, unofficially, they 
are right now slowly normalising 
their relations with Pretoria. 

In 1991, South African trade 
delegations have visited the Gulf 
states, Egypt and other Arab 
states. Representatives from 
some Arab states, like Bahrain, 
have visited South Africa in re- 
cent months. 

More than 100 South African 
companies staged their first Mid- 
dle East exhibition in Dubai, 
commercial hub of the UAE, last 
October. More than 50 repre- 
sentatives of UAE oil, tourist, 
aviation and other enterprises 
spent five days in Johannesburg 
earlier this month. 


Geophysicists locate 
Bronze Age wall in Troy 


By Dr. Robert Lutz 

Since 1988 German archeologists 
have been taking part in an ex- 
cavation m the area of Troy, 
during which two Munich geo- 
physicists succeeded in making a 
sensational discovery: By using a 
geomagnetic detector they man- 
aged to locate the wall surround- 
ing tbe outer city of Troy in the 
Bronze Age. Computer-based 
analysis has revealed that the wall 
and buildings within the wall’s 
perimeter were destroyed by a 
devastating fire. 

Tourists visiting the site of 
Troy in western Turkey are con- 
fused and often disappointed 
when they first view the man- 
made mound, some 200 by 150 
metres in area, and the surround- 
ing stone walls and graves. Refer- 
red to as Hisariik in Turkish — 
which means literally “hill with a 
fortress” — the site would have 
commanded considerable 
strategic importance by having 
allowed the Trojans control over 
traffic entering and leaving tbe 
Blade Sea. This once so powerful 
city, besieged by the Greeks at 
tiie portals to the Dardanellas for 
10 years, was immortalised by the 
Greek poet Homer in his epic 


poem Iliad around 730 B.C.. 

When in August 1868 he stood 
for the first time on the fortress of 
Hisariik, Heinrich Schliemann 
believed he had discovered the 
site of ancient Troy. Since 1988, a 
team of German archeologists 
headed by professor Manfred 
Korfmann from the University of 
Tubingen has been engaged in a 
successful excavation in tbe 
famous city and 1992 saw yet 
another digging expedition, the 
21st since 1871, involving col- 
laboration with a team of interna- 
tional scientists from eight coun- 
tries. 

Today it is evident that Hisariik 
was nothing other than tbe Acro- 
polis of tbe city of Troy — the 
palace, temple and the bill. The 
lower area of tiie. city, inhabited 
by tbe common folk — crafts- 
men, .merchants and sailors — 
has yet to be excavated by the 
archeologists, even though, Mr. 
Schliemann himself was con-* 
vinced that there must have been 
a settlement outside the fortress 
walls. 

This outer area is also stratified 
with settlement layers from- the 
previous occupations of Troy: At 
the upper level, Roman Troy; 
underneath tbe Hellenic; and still 


further down, there is evidence of 
Bronze Age Troy from around 
1200 B.C. — the time in which 
the legendary Trojan war was 
said to have taken place. 
Although experts have not been 
able to date" the fall of Troy with 
absolute certainty, they believe 
that it must have occurred in the 
Bronze Age layer of occupation, 
named Troy VI or Troy VHa. 
Both strata have revealed clear 
evidence of a devastating fire. 
This (alleged) event also took 
place in an epoch, the Late 
Bronze Age, which saw major 
political and culutral upheaval 
throughout the 'whole East 
Mediterranean region — with the 
collapse of the Hfttite kingdoms 
in Anatolia, the city cultures in 
Greece and in Cyprus and the 
plundering of Egypt' by seafaring 
peoples. 

Following Mr. Schlienuum's 
work, early excavation on tiie 
outskirts of tbe city, at the foot of 
the fortress, was also undertaken 
by the German archeologist 
Wilbehn Ddrpfeld and later, in 
the 1930s, by tbe American Carl 
Blegen. The latter discovered the 
rains of a Bronze Age dwelling, 
destroyed by fire, some 400 
metres in front of tbe fortress. 
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Last December, South Africa- 
first secured deals worth more 
than $20 million in Sharjah, one 
of the seven emirates in the 
UAE. and another South African 
delegation representing more 
than 100 businesses is expected in 
Dubai next week. 

The Durban-based Ltnicorn 
Shipping Co. started the first 
direct maritime link with the Gulf 
last summer and the private 
South African airline Flitesiar is 
operating flights between 
Bahrain, the Gulf’s financial 
nerve centre, and Johannesburg. 

The South Africans have been 
focusing on the Gulf because they 
want access to its oil. There are 
indications that Pretoria has 
already secured s.ii-ic ■ i ! supplies 
from the region, despite the abs- 
ence of diplomatic relations. 

While apartheid was in force. 
South Africa was unofficially get- 
ting oil from the Gulf through 
middlemen despite the sanctions. 
Now. sources here noted, that 
trade seems to he increasing. 
They said Pretoria is understood 
to be now depleting its strategic 
reserves stored in disused mines, 
a sure sign its supplies ar>.- com- 
ing regularised. 


Mr. Korfmann then unearthed 
‘ further evidence supporting the 
existence of a Bronze Age settle- 
ment on the city outskirts, 200 
metres from the fortress wall. His 
findings suggested that this outer 
'part of tbe city of Troy was sited 
on a four-metre- high plateau to 
the south. Yet, despite numerous 
excavations, archeologists were 
unable to locate the city wall (or 
what remains of it) and the bor- 
ders of the outer city. 

In August 1992, the geophysi- 
cists Dr. Helmut Becker and J5rg 
FafiBinder from the State Office 
for the Preservation of Historical 
Monuments and Sites in Munich, 
made a sensational discovery. 
Armed with geomagnetic detec- 
tors they located the position of 
the Bronze Age outer city wall of 
the lower settlement, i.e. the city 
wall of Troy VI or Troy Vila. 
Measuring 120 metres long and. 
extending some 400 metres to the 
south of tiie fortress wall, this 
- find indicates that the size of this 
Bronze Age outer dty would 
have matched that of 12th cen- 
tury Munich. 

In Munich, Mr. Becker trans- 
ferred tbe data into an image- 
producing computer, which con- 
verts the magnetic field disturb- 


ances into a grey image resemb- 
ling a black and white photo. For 
example, at the upper level, the 
computer depicted clearly the 
right-angled streets of Roman 
Troy, which in principle stems 
from the time of Emperor Augus- 
tus and survived well into the 6th 
Century A.D.. Underneath lies 
Hellenic Troy, built some two or 
three hundred years previously 
by the Greeks. The third layer is 
the late Bronze Age Tory with its 
outer dty walls, which appear to 
be of huge dimensions: a dayb- 
rick wall, mounted most probably 
on a stone foundation, measuring 
between 3.5-4 metres across. 

“Utis is an incredibly thick 
wall, with which I believe the 
residents wanted to demonstrate 
their power,” said Mr. Becker. It 
would appear that the dty wall, 
which today is submerged two to- 
three metres beneath the surface, 
was destroyed by a terrible fire. 
Yet archeologists prill have to 
conduct further excavation be- 
fore, determining whether Troy 
was destroyed by war or, for 
example, by an earthquake. The 
quest to substantiate or refute the 
legend of the Trojan war con- 
tinues — The German Research 
Service. 
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boxing show 
set for today 


MEXICO CITY (Rj — What 
p:oir.otcr Don Ming rooeestiy dc- 
■scriWsd as ‘".he greatest be;: in" 
jhow on Earin’* will lake place 
Saturday rfiili four championship 
Jiiaurfcea if. iron: of whai may be 
she eicce?! crov.d in ihe sport's 
svstory. 

Af n..ny cs i 3u.bti0 people are 
c::«cted "to fill the giant Aztec 
Stadium, wiihniosr of them look- 
up forward to the cou: in which 
VA-rid 3os.r.g Council ;\VBC) 
vjpir-iightveigh; champion julio 
Ccw-.r Chaves (£4-0. 72 kos). a 
>-i’.*::ca»: i;r:o. will defend his 
:i*.ie aettir.;: number two ranked 
ejrtrr.Licr Crcg Haugen (32-4-1, 
\6 kos) if Me United States. 

■’■/s anofwr Sr:: in boxing 
history. Tt.-tc has never been 
:7.i: kind of Jtier.dance." King 
'■ho'JiCt! in a r:w? conference 
Thursday. 

'Yi-fijJi; -j.t'.lr.iatcs were that 
another -4. , 0 ndS'ion boxing fans 
• /s:e .vtpej.so to ’vatch li’e fights 

jjiJiiiii* on pay-per-view tele- 

.‘iC-oruing to the Guinness 
jtoci; oi world records, the 
largest paid crowd in boxing his- 
.i.ry was 1211.737 at the Septem- 
j:r 23. A^r'. heavyweight title 
: ;yhi ir ?>i!:.dc!phia between 
C- ne T_r. . . n d Jack Dempsey. 

Michael M-jri'jy. spokesman 
' : !?:■:: . lir.r productions, said 
-'.or? '.her A*.! tickets, rang- 
.nu ir. pr : ce :ro n Sl.?0 to SS50, 
bad uirvaiv been so;d for the 



Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexico (right) sends Marty Jaknbowsfci of the 
U.S. down, on his way to capturing the WJBC super-light weiglil title. 

Along with the Chavez-Hauger 


Saturday card. 

Some reports here have said 
that Chavez was padding the gate 
by giving away as many as 30,000 
tickets, but he told reporters he 
has handed out only 4,000. 


fight, WBC super-welterweight 
champion Terry Norris (33-9, 19 
kos) will defend his title against 
International Boxing Federation 
( IBF) welterweight champion 


Maurice Blocker (34-2, 18 kos). 
Both are from the U.S. 

Dan Goosen, promoter for 
Norris, upped the Ante on the 
Norris-Blocker fight when he 
offered $10 million to the winner 
of the Chavez-Haugen boot to 
fight his man. 

"We want to prove who is the 
best fighter in the. wo rid, pound- 
for-pound," he said. If Blocker 
beats Norris, the same offer 
would be made for Blocker to 
fight the Chavez-Haugen winner, 
Goosen said. 

Most of the attention here is on 
Chavez, whose standing is such 
that Mexican President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari visited him this 
week at bis training rite. 

Chavez said he is “the best 
condition of my life" and that he 
expected to beat Haugen easily. 

Even though Haugen, a triple 
world champion, is the underdog, 
he was talking tough at the news 
conference. 

"I'm in the great condition and 
Pm done talking. I’m tired of 
listening to your bull,'* he told 
Chavez. 

In the pre-fight build-op, 
Haugen has been hounded by 
charges that be was prejudiced 
against Mexicans, bat when ques- 
tioned by a reporter he denied it. 

“That’s Don and Julio's bull to 
seel tickets, to put money in their 
pockets... I haven't disgraced the 
Mexican people. 1 mean I'm half- 
Indian myself,'* he said angrily. 
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iTCTTJART (.n?) — Marc 
r.ossci i wo mutch points 

or a par or douolt- faults and was 
• by- iW.'C.‘»a?i l Stich from the 
’ v.r’J '■. "cn Tennis fouma- 

-T.l. 

T.-.c- s.:::th-s?ed Such prevailed 
'- 6 . 3-3. it r. hrearrc match 
. ii :ov.- :;%■ f ; .o r*i> -jervcis sirjg- 
: -rmr ^rarons. 

*'rajiw'; and V.'aynl 
r e: r-.'ira r.!sc needed three sets to 
cd'. :rrcc the quarerrirals. 

5::ch arc Rosset traded breaks 
early ><> :h? .nrs: set and Stieh 
.tquar.JcrcJ t-;o sc: points ;n the 
l5:h game before winning the 
tiebreaker 7-2. 

Rosset. the Olympic champion 
rrom Switzerland ranked 29th by 
the AT? Tour, broke for a 5-3 
letci in the second and served out 
the set to. level the score. 

Stieh. the 199! Vombledon 
champion, earned two match 
points or. Rosser's serve and con- 
verted the second with a back- 
hand voliey to win their first 
career ciash. 

Krajicek, who had railed to get 
pas: the second round in four 
*.oi2 moments this ve2r, finally 
clear-: a that hurdle! 

The Dutchman blasted 25 aces 
to everp.iwer Jakob Hlas.es of 
Swits.-rlr.nd 7-5. 5-7. 6-4 and 
-each '.be quarterfinals. 

Krajicek also beat Hlosek last 
week in the r.rs: round of an 
indoor tournament in Milan, iia- 


aradona comeback poses 
questions for Argentina 


Krajicek':, quarterfinal oppo- 
nent will be Andrei Medvedev of 
Ukraine. Medvedev advanced 
without having to play when his 
rivr.i Mugnus Larsson •.:•!' Sweden 
nulled oat with an up%et stomach. 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Diego 
Maradona has posed Argentina's 
coach Alfio dasiie some impor- 
tant questions with his mtema- 
‘ tonal soccer comeback. 

The soccer superstar is sure 
that donning Argentina’s number 
1U jersey once again has com- 
pleted his recovery from a fall 
into drug abuse and disgrace. 

But Basite will no doubt look 
into why Argentina were often 
stow in midfield during the 1-1 
draw in a friendly against Brazil 
Thursday — Maradona’s 80th 
appearance for his country but his 
first since the 1990 World Cup 
final. 

Maradona, given a rapturous 
welcome back to the national 
team by a 70,000 capacity crowd 
at die River Plate Stadium, did 
not disappoint his massive follow- 
ing. 

Using his left boot like a magic 
wand to create trouble at the 
back for Brazil with defence- 
splitting pases and potentially 
lethal free-kicks, he made up in 
vision for his lack of speed. 

He could well have taken his 
cue from fans who, following a 
tradition of improvising chants to 
fit a particular moment, sang to a 
samba beat: 

“Brazilian, Brazilian, what’s 
that look of dismay, 

“Maradona's Argentine and 
he's greater than Pele.” 

Certain doubts, however, have 
tempered the euphoria of his 
return with fans wondering 
whether, after fading in the 
second half, Maradona will be fit 



Diego Maradona 


and fast enough for tough World 
Cup qualifiers and the 1994 finals 
in the United States. 

Argentine substitute striker 
Alberto Acosta said: “(Marado- 
na) told me that playing in the 
national team was the spiritual 
injection he needed to return to 
the top. He admitted he lacked 
the rhythm of top competition.'' 

Commentators remarked that 
Leo Rodriguez, the Atalanta 
ptaymaker who stepped down for 
Maradona, would have brought 


more out of the lightning fast 
strikers Gabriel Batistuta and 
Claudio Caniggia. 

Tenerife’s Fernando Redondo, 
Argentina's rising star, missed 
the match through injury and 
Barile picked three ball-winning 
type of midfielders to accompany 
Maradona, reducing the team's 
creative options. 

There was a consensus in the 
changing rooms that Maradona 
had acquitted himself well. 

“Maradona showed he is a 
master, he did everything right,” 
Basile said. 

Brazil’s striker Careca said: 
“Diego is a player from another 
world. I know what it's like to 
play alongside him (at Napoli) 
and T have no doubts he will be of 
real importance for the function- 
ing of the Argentine national 
team. With him it will be difficult 
to end their unbeaten ran." 

Argentina have not lost in 24 
matches over two years. 

The Brazilians, who in their 
previous match beat world cham- 
pions Germany 3-1 at home, were 
not pleased with their first half 
performance. 

“Argentina were better in the 
first half because we played 
very deep," midfielder Mauro Sil- 
va said. 

“In die second half we moved 
up the field and found our way in 
the match. ’’ 

Argentina went in front 
through new cap Alejandro Man- 
cuso in the 18th minute. Mona- 
co’s Luiz Henrique equalised 16 
minutes after the interval. 
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l CODE of signals; 


Mighty Milan lose, 
but discount result 


MADRID (R) — Mighty AC Milan suffered a rare defeat in a 
friendly soccer match against Athletic Bilbao in Spain, but im- 
mediately discounted the result. 

Milan, who have stretched their record-breaking unbeaten nm in 
the Italian I ffflp ie to 55 games, crashed 2-0 to Athletic Bilbao. 

Athletic scored twice in the last five minutes of die friendly, in 
which the Spanish side used 19 players and Milan had to make do 
without eight of their top international riars including their Dutch 
trio and French striker Jean-Pierre Papin. * 

"We played against 19 different footballers against two teams. Inis 
match ooesn’t count,” said Milan manager Fabio Capello, whose side 
have not been beaten in the league since May 1991. 


The Italian champions looked to have held on for a draw with just 
fore Athletic midfielder Carios Garcia slammed a 


five minutes left bcL, - . . 

powerful shot into the back of the Milan net from near the edge of 
the box. 

Three minutes later the dejected Italian goalkeeper Sebastiano 
Rossi made a ghastly error, casually trying to kick away a gentle 
back-pass from Milan captain Franco Baresi, only to see the ball dip 
off his boot and swerve into the goal. 

Athletic’s German coach Jupp Heynckes was jubilant after the 
game. “It’s true we played 19 men, but Milan are proud of bong the 
best team in the world. What should it matter to them that a poor 

. ri _ . I 


team like Athletic puts out all its players?" 
Athletic are eighth in the Spanish League. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Navratilova makes winning return to Paris 


PARIS (R) — Martina Navratilova played in Paris for the first 
time for four years, dispatching German Katja Oeljeklaus 6-1 6-3 
in the first round of the French Indoor Open. Tb pretty fired," 

* ’ " - - I have 


Cain the 37-year-old second seed. "lt*s the first time I have played 
three successive tournaments in three different continents. 


Tokyo, Chicago and Paris.” Top seed Monica Seles, who beat 
Navratilova in the Chicago final Sunday, 


w through her 

second round match against Austrian JucBtfi Wiesner before 
winning 6-3 6-4. It was her 32nd successive victory. 


One out, two left in round-the-world race 


PARIS (R) — One of three catamarans trying to sail round die 
world in 80 days a $1 million prize dropped out Friday after 
damaging a float in Antarctic waters. Skipper Olivier de 
Kersauson radioed that the right float of his hi-tech catamaran 
Charal was ripped under the water line and he was now sailing 
slowly towards Cape Town. The ship may have bit a block of ice 
while sailing among Icebergs southwest of the southern tip of 
Africa in older to skirt the Antarctic towards Cape Horn. Many 
yachting experts believe the challenge is impossible. The rouncf- 
tfie-world yachting record is 109 days. 


Treviso, Bologna win home games 


MILAN (AP) — Benetton Treviso defeated Olympiakos Athens 
and Knorr Bologna downed Maccadi Tel Aviv in home games of 
the European Basketball Cup for dubs and stepped closer to 
qualification for the final round of the tournament. In Treviso, 
Italian centre Stefano Rusconi pumped in 19 points as he led 
Benetton, the defending league champion, to a 75-67 victory. His 
Croatian teammate Toni Kukoc added 15 points, despite an 
unimpressive performance. Zarko Plaspalj was the leading scorer 
on the Greek side, with 29 points. Victory lifted Treviso to second 
place in the Group B standings, with 20 points and a record of 
10-3. Spain's Real Madrid is the group leader with 11-1. Knorr, 
the current Italian League leader, is now fourth in the Group A 
standings, with 6-5, two points behind Paok Salonika which leads 
the group with 7-4. 


Oman withdraw from World Cup eliminations 


MUSCAT (AP) — The Omani Football Federation has decided 
to withdraw from the World Cup eliminations , the local press 
reported Friday. The federation took the decision not to 
participate m the eliminations scheduled for June at a meeting 
Thursday led by its chairman, Seoud Ibn Hamad A1 Rawabi, the 
daily A1 Watan said. Neither A1 Watan nor other published 
reports gave the reason, which apparently was an assessment of 
the federation that the national team was not up to standard. 


Drunk driver hits cycle racers 


OJULEJOS, Mexico (AP) — A drank driver plowed into a 
group of international cyclists competing in the road Mexico "93 
race, injuring at least four cyclists, race officials said. There were 
conflicting reports about die number of injured racers and the 
extent of their injuries. The 195-kilometres ( 121-mi lc) fifth stage 
from San Luis Potosi to Leon was annulled and race organisers 
were meeting to determine whether to cancel the entire, 15 day, 
2,035 kilometre (1.262-mile) event. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAH IF 
» TANNAH HMSCH 
C1B92 MM Santa. K 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4J9762 985 OAK 109 3 *7 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

A. — Your trick-taking ability is 
too great for a jump to game, which 
would be preemptive, but your 1 
high-card strength is woefully inad- 
equate for a forcing spade raise. 
Highlight your source of tricks fay 
bidding two diamonds, then jump 
to game in spades at your next turn. 


South 


#7 


Q.2 — Both vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4J9762 986 OAK 1098 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pass Pass 1 # Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? - 
A— Yes, if you bid four spades you 
rate to make it. However, there are 
all aorta of hands partner could 
bold, including a number of mini- 
mums, which would yield 12 tricks. 
We recommend a jump shift to 
three diamonds, a one-round force 
by a passed hand, to be followed by 
four spades. 


Q-4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

483 ?Q72 0KB52 4Q762 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 <7 Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your hotdingft in the minor 
suits do not instill great confidence 
in a no-trump game. Since you can’t 
raise hearts with only three-card 
support, the 'only option open is a 
false preference to three spades, 
and await further developments. 


Q.8 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4A87632 9AKQ 0A63 *7 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

South. West North East 
1 4 Pan 1 NT Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? ■ 

A. — An awkward hand, to be sure. 
You have a poor suit, but your over- 
all strength, with all prime values, » 
rather potent. You hove to ten a 
white lie about something, and we 
opt for suit quality. Jump to three 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4KQJ93 7AKJ85 0A4 *5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1* Pan 1 NT Pass 

3 V Pass 3 4 Pan 

v 

What do you bid now? 

A.— -Your jump shift committed 
your aide to game, but in which 
strain? Bid four hearts, just in case 
partner took a false preference to 
your first suit with a hand such as m 
the previous example. That wai en- 
sure landing in an eight-card fit— if 
one exists. ' 



Q-8 — -As South, vulnerable, you 
hoick 

*K93 3K8 0»84 4AKQJ10 
Your right- hand opponent opens 
with a weak two hearts. What ac- 
tion do you take? 

A.— Give this hand to a panel of 
experts and we're sure they'll come 
up with several different answers. 

We feel your beat chance for game is 

in no trump, and, therefore, we 
would choose to overcaU two no 
trump. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 29, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Canon Righter Founda 

ever tasks you have to do > » j* 

day starts but later enjoy 
who is devoted to you although 
quite emotional. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: If 
your motivating force issues from a 
place that supports die common 


weal you coukl be spotlighted now 
Members with special needs may 


seem conspicuous. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your morning to think about good 
friends and what you can do to aid 
them and your relationship with 
them while later you retire and 
study new ways to progress. 


TAURUS: (April 20 10 May 20) 
The outside world brings you ways 
by which to push forward in 
routine activities while tonight you 
find you get desired information by 
personal delving, probing. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
After breakfast wind up a new 
outride venture upon which you 
have bent efforts; then you will be 
able to put your attention on 
worldly activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can solve a problem 
in an unusual manner where your 
attachment is concerned early but 
then go personally after what you 
yourself desire. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Do 
whatever yon have agreed and add 
a spark of originality to such prom- 
ises after which you will be able to 
quietly impress one you love the 
most. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Put some extra pizzazz in what- 


LEBRA: (September 23 «o O^obef 
22) You see how you can make a 
dream of oca>mpli^ni aJn« 
true early in the day after •*»*: gel 
into specifics, use your aptness at 
details to make successful- 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider all aspects of 
what your mate desires and use. 

most unique 1 

them; then you will be able W put 
m effect a course highly effective. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 10 
December 21) The daytime can be 
well Spent at whatever up to date 
interests that most motivate you 
and tonight thoroughly enjoy 
borne pleasures. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 lo 
January 20) You have an excellent 
formula now far adding ro your 
present assets so devise a course of 
action early; tonight get into the 
mundane aspects. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have a definite ambi- 
tion for making an important goal 
workable so perfect this plan of 
action then be direct tonight in 
working out the practical part. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is the day when you see 
early a way to plan a campaign by 
which to gain your most original 
objectives; tonight get the aid of 
good friends. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


MARRIAGE 

COUNSELOR. 


let^dasedi 



“There are many ways to put the 
sparks back. Try kissing with 
flint in your mouth. 1 ’ 


F THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbiee, 
one (stterto each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


WULAF 


— / 

s.Jk A. v 



CLEEX 


JJ3Z 

_U 


GOU 

JTUD 


LJL 

IE 




HODRIC 


3T 



THIS SOMETI44ES 
TAKES YOU FAKTHEK 
THAN YOU WANT 
TO GO. 


Now arrange the ciroied letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a QJQJJLX1XU 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: HEDGE LOOSE LEAVEN AROUND 


Answer Something every goiter yearns tor. but not in 


his socks— A HOLE IN 


THE Daily Crossword * a™* k. n,^,. 


ACROSS 
1 Covert 
suggestion 

5 Outstan di ng hit 
10 Table cr — 

14 Author Lean 

15 Wrap-around 
skat 

16 Composer at 
"Hard Hearted 
Hannah" 

17 Festive 

18 — ate 

19 Entreaty 

20 Curie dfacov er y 

22 Unwraps 

23 Mineral spring 

26 Trappings 

27 UmUng 

28 Looking glass 
30 Musical 

inssument 

32 'Pomp and 
Circumstance" 
composer 

33 Caesar's way 

34 Rested 


d 

a 

a 

a 



■ 

■ 

■ 


id 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 



■ 

■ 

■ 



37 Bta name in art 

wwn i 



41 WW0 craft 

42 tn addition 
42-North am native 
44 NahuaU 

« Foe of Athens 
47 GSmax 
50 Concerning 

62 Httig place 

53 Cubed 

54 Open a baffle 

56 Level 

57 Oriental 
SBftxsfecs 
62Bwden . 

63 Style of paintfog 

64 Peruse 

65 SfcSan volcano 

66 Zodiac sign 
67 Overdue 


eras Titan M«ia Stnta hi 
Miteatene 


■ DOWN 

1 Embrace 

2 Kind of bank 


3 Zero g) 
4Rfflar8rold 

5 Web dweier 

6 Graze 

7 Big name in 


music 

8 Appear 

9 Ben — 

10 Occur 

n at 

12 Youig adults 

13 Clear the tape 
21 IsraaB money 

SS 99 * 

23 Aroma 

24 Heaps 

25 Spedefesd 
vocabulary 

27 Taj Mahal site 

29 Operated 
31 Mainover 

33 Otiose . . 

34 Dummy 
Mortimer 

35 KM of i_. 

3ff industrial I 

38 Evaluate 

39 Steam 

40 Dockworkara' 

4* Infer of 
' bushess 


Yesterday's Puzde Sgjttyfc 


onnn 

nnnn nhnrm nonn 
Rinnn 

tinuunnra nnnnn 
nrionn nniinn 
FIFIF1 

fTiunriQ rnnpin 
^J^u_CnF?iiR FiRnnn 
nnoRn nonnn 
Rmnnn nn^nnnn 
nnnntintsD hrsHrS 

unnn nnnnf? BRn ^ 

gRRf 1 / 1 ‘wrrtR 


wmm 


«5 Final letter. 
*8 Gems . 

47 An Astaire 
488wtvei 
49 Antarctic, for 
one 

51 Frighten 


S4 Consumer ' 
KMarxorMakten 

-Bar* 
Sasser. , 
.n 


v 

S 

s 

s. 


\ 

V 

t 

V. 


4. . \ 


' 5. 
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Bahrain offshore 
banking assets soar 


MANAMA- (R) — Assets of 
rffckofc bankmg units (OBUs) 
boefating in Bahrain soared in 
{be fist nine months of 1992 to 
. S 69 biffiori t up to 21.5 per cent 
m the same period the previous 
war despite a drop in the number 
oHperating OBUs. 

Figures released Tuesday by 
d* Bahrain Monetary Agency 
mMA) showed total assets of 
.Xmjs at end-Septeraber 1991 
stood at $51-58 billion. 

A BMA quarterly bulletin said 
there were 44 OBUs operation in 
gg^raio, the Gulfs main finan- 
cial centre, at end-September 
1992. compared with 47 OBUs at 
q d^ atepber 1991. There were. 
■ 75 ante on the island at the start 
of the 1970s oil boom. 

OBUs' end-September 1992 


assets were $2.4. billion up on the 


i.buuon up 

* first half of 1992 of $60.27. billion. 

Assets of commercial banks 
stood at 2.0 billion dinars. (&5.3 
billion) at the end of third quarter 
of 1992, margmafly down from 
2.05 bUUbn dinars ($5.4 biilion) at 
end-September 1991. 

Private sector's deposits with 
banks dim bed to 1.07 billion 
dinars ($2.84 billion) in the first 
nine months of 1992 compared 
.with 972,3 million dinars ($2.58 
tuition) in the same period the 
previous year. 

Total assets, of the BMA at 
end-September 1992 dropped to 
515.6 million dinars ($1.37 bU- 
Kon) from 573.5 million ($1.52 
.bilhon) at end-September 1991. 
But were up on the mid-year 
figure of 498.0 ' million ($1.32 
bulion). 


AKMAM rXMJkRCXAI. MUUUUET 


**» mom - ianruMi - 
M«ll / HUH 


mnoT**** ****** TMUusa icmnn 


K* ™E FESUOO (23/02/1993 - 11/02/1991) 



OMMB PK1CZ ; R1R 


mu aw* 

'4)7,105 

199.506 

134.000 

112.000 

-m— W— « BUX 

105,094 

5.000 

3.000 

4.720 


. 115,293 

22.500 

12.500 

92.000 

.IWHVr*" c onBMOlB* 7 MOB 

170,579 

'1.700 

3.700 

3.610 

BMKBC am • 

170,775 

6.030 

4.000 

1.750 

«HH RHurr-nK 

42, '410 

.3.460 

2.450 

2.290 

fmm noil vnaamx bjuk 

))S,979 

4.900 

5.000 

5.160 

JtBOia UUMCWB 

127,(02 

4. BOB 

4.790 

4.700 

9PIM Oil KB 6 T8VECXM8MT 

26,141 

4.200 

4.100, 

4.100 

unw n* 

53,167 

9.450 

1.950 

3.190 

»mMw t fumb BMP 

50,70) 

■ 5.050 

9.850 

5.500 

mrrT nJlfcL 8AVZ10iIWSS3mr FOB BOO$lK2 

95,199 

5.560 

5.550 

3.100 

jmhii jaib fB UVfiSMnrr 

959,057 

1.160 

i;tco 

1.700 . 

mm nwwG'aaHWXiai'/oaRDM ' 

74,629 

9. OSD 

2.800 

9.300 

MM IMWSUel 

46.009 

.3.700 

1.706 

3.709-' 

jm»n» su H88UEX . 

5,460 

2.750. 

2.750 

2.450 

jonm usibuki - ■ 

53,679 

5.750 

3.700 

3.7*0 

MOM MX 0 IBBOBMCB 

520.001 

1.040 

1.900 

1-710 

MM tm OMBMCE 1 BKHHMMC* 

10,327 

9.900 

9.090 

1.000' 

neer UBD IBSMMm 

III 

1.500 

3.316 

9.390 

niZUMUltiJL ZMHBAM3 

372 

9.900 

4.000 

4.000 

UR I 1CC1DMT ntnORE 

30,209 

3.250 

2.320 

3.110 

J0H8 mu USUUKIX 

025 

9.250 

3.750 

9.250 

mu moo annnmnL nwawmcT 

1,110 

2.950 

1,810 

2.100 

TOE aMionu. ULU loanaiopg 

3,470 

9.440 

3.430 

1.420 

jotniuv ran 

159,055 

1.070 

1.040 

1.190 

imuD dzstmct URUcm * * 

11.C4C 

5.128' 

1.120 

1.000 

vhekib owns nmunt* 

400 

6.400 

8.550 

4.050 

mm nmnmui nu 

19.009 

5.100 

5.800 

5,700 

Mnu mmai mtona txm 

6,411 

2.400 

2.450 

.1.600 

mu naun i m ems 

55,193 

0.800 

0.040 

0.050 

bimu mmUD miTnK 

291,712 

4.460 

4.640 

4.490 

mu mill invtawarr 

105,910 

1.770 

1.766 

1.120 






fim WHB « HW7IPM LtUBG 

53,509 

1.210 

1.216 

l.'lOO 

jam mwnni nmioB cumo 

4.772 

1.500 

1.630 . 

l.Mtf 

RMonur mnp. Karras t laimnict 

22.1*4 

1.400 

1.316 

1.160 

joom K&6 raamuaiiM / iut '1 

20,050 

11.500 

12.000 

11*100 

WHO HUXCE MET 6 COHMOM8UC 00TBLS 

382,517 

2.110 

.2.290 ’ 

7.200 , 


JOMNt 108*000 ( inminw 
ATuaocsr east. *»t- auDncnaiac 
tux m m> ami racroms 
JOROaa ww mass 
-raanui mna kctobju 


4.653 

M.9M 

110,9(1 

87,633 

3.782,931- 


21.000 

2.900 

1.990 

-(.800 

10.010 


22.090 

2.900 

1.020 

4.000 

-10.790 


22.090 

2.080 

l.Oio 

4.790 

40.090 


JDOSM 7288188 . 

43,945 

7.450 

8.000 

8.100 

•HOLER T8BBBT81B 

54,117 

1.140 

1. 180 

1.010 

TOE HBW8IVTH. CBIBCltt 6 MBUCBOTIRM. 

107,679 

6.010 

.5.900 

*5.600 

TBE 3QBMB- W2SQ9 KTUS 

54,094 

10.900 

10.708 

9.050- 

mm MiwammcAL nmrmcnixw 

1(1,049 

6.920 

6.900 

4.640 

joanw CZ8MK tbhhsbzxs 

46.410 

6.150 

6.050 

6.00*0 

moo BMW 

24,054 

2.6*0 

2.700 

2.320 

WE jobou OEMS nnnenaK 

112.196 

1.920 

3.970 . 

3.040 

JOOMB MtPER 6 CMtBBOttD nCTOXXES 

6,051 

6.650 

4.650 

4.500 

THE 7VHJC 12 UK 

40,141 

3.350 

3.300 

3.370 

.MM MEHUML BlBtCEBTS SMOOTHES 

145,650 

24.000 

21.500 

22.900 

5PUBI8C 6 BE8VX8B 

540,401 

3.150 

3.150' 

3.320 

■am tamsmEs 

10,569 

3.030 

3.000 

- 1.740- 

jobom ouss noRoonts 

17,359 

0.700 

0.780 

0.7*0 ' 

nu u. nan tamuwtuat i mvcsrimn -• 

143,398 

11.020 

11.850 

11.200 

M*B ZBR9moer 4 SBBOBtXTOMAL TRACE 

961,720 

3. 500 

3.300 

3.110 

MM Mmanm mama 

474,145 

14.000 

13.950 

13.450 

sjvuuMi 4 naun 

09,049 

l.Lta 

1.090 

1.050 

nmmnr 

4,550 

2.730 . 

2.(00 

1.600 

MM fATtt camarnc ( nun; 

19,774 

2.000 

2.000 

1.080 

JOMM MBWAL rnPOUTMO 

0,774 

0.690 

. 0.(90 

0.670 

bitzotmi bob. 

2)4,601 

*.>oo 

5.010 

3.800 

WZOUL UMSTHE3 

117.169 

1.110 

r.no 

1.030 

iHMwusun Mtao-cmaaL mostsies 

1,655,422 

4.350 

4.290 

4.170 

wbbm nwraa. ntwaua 

2,693 

' 5.770 

5.700 

5.420- 

9080M uoemm imtanau 

417,101 

- 3.010 

J.060 

2.800 

muVhum. anm, 

139,173 

14.200 

14.200 

11.000 

un»a uhssuxs 

21,575 

4. 200 

4.200 

4.120 

JOBDU 4 N4TC8/J7NC0 

11.092 ' 

■ 1.350 

1.150 

1.2(0 

JOumo nraircmsBi nomsmi 

49,567 

0.650 

0.440 

.0.600 

“““•wanimm/mco 

21,404 

4.'140 

4.200 

4.020 

"*naw. au i m mmneamsm: 

1,520,590 

9.320 

9.120 

0.380 

*#*< snoao-ciEuejiu 

231,016 

4.630 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leafing world currencies and gold agairot fie dollar atmidse^on 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1 2588/93 

Canadian dollar 

1.6350/60 - 

Dentschemarks ' 

1 .8335/55 

Dutch guilders - 

1.5075/85 

Swiss francs 

33.61/64 

Belgian francs 

5.5425/75 

' - French francs 

1557/1559 

Italian lire . 

119.38/43 

. Japanese yen - 

7.5670/770 

Swedish crowns' 

6.9450/550 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2700/800 

Danish crowns 

1.4510/20 


$331.05/331.45 
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Ara& 'MiiKes 
€©»uld'fea next 
for major growth 


BAHRAIN (R) — The free- 
market philosophy sweeping the 
Arab World has brought the re- 
gion’s stock markets to. the 
threshold of a new boom, a lead- 
ing Arab, economist has said. 

Hikraal Nashashibi of tbe Arab 
Banking Corporation (ABC), 
said experienced and. alert fund 
managers -were startmng to take 
interest in Arab bourses, 
although- many were still small. 

They key to the improved im- 
age of the bourses was the deci- 
sions by governments to privatise 
state-controlled enterprises, the 
cornerstones of the region's eco- 
nomies, he said. 


London-based Nashashibi said 
the new philosophy affected 
wealthy Gulf' states and poorer, 
nations like Egypt and Jordan 
and radical Syria and Algeria. 

Mr. Nashashibi estimated that 
state assets worth about $70 bil- 
lion across the' Middle East could, 
eventually be privatised, with a 
large proportion sold in the next 
year or twp. 

’ “Governments have come to 


the realisation that it is impossi- 
ble to accomplish their privatisa- 
tion goals without fully function- 
ing bourses," he told an econo- 
mic conference organised by the 
Bahrain ministry of information 
and the financial -information 
group Telerate. 

'‘Newly-privatised companies 
are expected- to become the core 
listings of the emerging stock 
markets," he added. 

Mr. Nashashibi said Arab 
bourses nay still be small “but 
some global, asset managers can 
think of no region that offers as 
good promise over the next few 
years in terms of growth and 
inflation rates, as well as reason- 
able valuation by -any standard. 

“The area reminds a potential 
investor of Latin America when 
its leading countries were 
embarking .on their moves to- 
wards market economies. One 
difference is that for many Arab 
countries, they are starting from a 
better base — economies are 
' growing, inflation is declining and 
currencies are.. .more stable," he 
added. 


Sears reports 
$3.9b ’92 loss 


CHICAGO (AP) — Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. has reported a 
$1.8 billion loss for the fourth 
quarter of 1992 and a S3. 9 biilion 
loss for the year, the worst in its 
history. 

The fourth-quarter results in- 
cluded a previously announced 
$1.7 billion charge for restructur- 
ing the Sears Merchandise 
Group, which inctndes killing the 
venerable - S^ars .Catalog and 
closing 113 stores. 

Sears also increased by $300. 
million its estimate of claims paid 
by its Allstate Insurance Group 
for damages caused by hurricane 
Andrew; bringing the total to 
$1.65 billion. / 

Last year was the most difficult 
in the .company's 106-year-old 
history, Chairman Edward Bren- 
nan said' in a statement. 

“However, it was a pivotal year 
as well,” he said. “We embarked 
upon a .'new corporate strategy 
that focuses on our core 
businesses of retail and insurance 
a$ we divest some of our financial 
services units.”' 

He said the previously 
announced divestment of the 
Dean Witter brokerage and Col- 
dwell ' Banker real estate 
businesses would improve the 
value of Sears stock and streng- 


then the Chicago-based' com- 
pany's balance sheet. 

Sears' fourth quarter results 
also were affected, by a $1.9 bil- 
lion charge related to the adop- 
tion of new methods for account- 
ing for retire benefits, and a 
$206.7 million charge to write 
down the value of commercial 
property holdings. All U.S. com- 
panies are required to make tbe 
accounting change. 

Annual results were helped by 
Tkgt quarter gains totalling $86.6 
miHion from the sale of minority 
interests in SPG Transaction Ser- 
vices. Inc. and Sears Mexico. 

Including these one time items. 
Sears had a net- loss of $1.6 
billion, or $4.04 per common 
share, for the last' three months of 
1992 compared with net income 
of $513.1 million, or $1.48 per 
share, for the same period a year 
ago. 

Revenues for the fourth quar- 
ter rose five per cent to $16.8 
billion from $16 billion. 

For all of 1992, Sears reported 
a -net loss of $3.9 billion, or 
$10.72 a share, compared with 
net income of $1.8- billion or 
$3.71 per share, in 1991. 

Revenues for all of 1992 rose 
3.2 per cent to $59. 1 billion from 
$57.2 billion. 
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Public Administration 
Seeks Position 


Young Jordanian Ph'.D. graduate of Centro Escolar University, 
Philippines, '1989. Conferred his degree from M.H.E. Jordan in 
1991. Experience in leadership development since 1982. 

Interested, call 650325 - P.O.Box 910806, Amman. 
Dr. Abdel N. Jarrar. 
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Clinton takes case for ecosMwm 
proposals to U.S. heart! 



.1 


CHILLICOTHE, Ohio (Agen- 
cies) — President Bill Clinton, 
taking the case for his economic 
proposals to the U.S. heartland, 
urged Americans to take respon- 
sibility for their future. 

He told them to pressure Con- 
gress to enact his programme 
which included one of the largest 
tax increases in U.S. history, 
coupled with deficit reductions 
and new government spending. 

As . a fierce partisan battle 
raged in Washington over his 
proposals, Mr. Clinton told a 
rally of several thousand in St. 
Louis, Missouri, Thursday: “Let 
us forget about blame and take 
responsibility for our future.” 

“Let's do it together. 1 don't 
care who gets the credit, I just 
want us to go forward,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton arrived early Fri- 
day in Chillicothe, a western 
frontier boom town in the 1800s 
with a population of 23,000 now. 
He shook hands with the crowds 
who turned out to greet him 
despite biting cold weather. 

He planned to lead an econo- 
mic discussion Saturday with 
1,800 townspeople, including stu- 
dents and staff, local Democrats 
and 260 people picked from a 
lottery. 

Later he heads east to Hyde 
Park. New York, the hometown 
of one of his heroes, depression- 
era president Franklin Roosevelt, 
where he will promote his plan 
before returning to Washington 
die same day. 

House Republican leader Bob 
Michel of Illinois says Mr. Clin- 
ton is leading “the biggest prop- 
aganda campaign in recent poli- 
tical bistory.” 

“The White House is even now 
becoming one big partisan politic- 
al megaphone," he said late 
Wednesday after Mr. Clinton 
proposed his plan to a joint ses- 
sion of Congress. “But public 
relations campaigns are no substi- 
tute for sound public policy.” 

The success of Mr. Clinton's 
presidency, the first for the 
Democrats in 12 years, may well 
hinge on the strength of an eco- 
nomic package that over four 
years would raise about $250 
billion in new taxes, mostly from 
the wealthy and corporations, cut 
spending £250 billion and imple- 
ment new spending on job “in- 
vestment” of about $140 billion. 

Republicans protested that Mr. 
Clinton was giving a new name to 
old-fashioned taxing and spend- 
ing, and that he was a little lean 
on tbe cuts part. 

Letting his voice lapse into his 
Arkansas drawl, Mr. Clinton 
pointed out he was the new man 
in tbe big city and he hadn't had 
time to look everything over yet. 

“I know there is more that we 
can eliminate," be said in St. 
Louis. “I am honestly looking. 
I’ve just been there four weeks 
and a day, and I'm nowhere near 
through.” 


Mr.' Clinton told the rally they 
should demand political reform 
of Congress that will “limit the 
influence of special interests.” 
American labour leaders Fri- 
day applauded President Clin- 
ton's economic programme as 
“right in its large purposes and in 
most of its detail.” 

“The Clinton plan has the great 
virtues of stimulating a depressed 
economy, of putting people back 
to work and of investing in the 
nation's future," the executive 
council of the AFL CIO federa- 
tion of 33 major labour unions 
said in a statement at its annual 
winter meeting. 

“It begins the task of restoring 
a measure of equity to the tax 
system, by asking those who be- 
nefited the most from the tax cuts 
of the 1980s to bear a more 
equitable share of the burden of 
government," the statement said. 

The labour bosses said they 
opposed Mr. Clinton's proposal 
to freeze the pay of federal gov- 
ernment workers. 


“An administration that 
pledged to make government 
work better should not give the 
back of its hand to the people 
who have kept it going during the 
difficult last decade." the state- 
ment said. 

Laura Tyson, chairwoman of 
the Council of Economic Advis- 
ers, said the Clinton administra- 
tion does not anticipate having to 
ask for more revenues to meet its 
deficit-cutting goals. 

Asked at a press conference 
whether the Clinton administra- 
tion might need further tax in- 
creases in addition to a package 
announced Wednesday night to 
reduce the federal deficit, Ms. 
Tyson said: “We believe we've 
set down a package which gives 
us a big amount of deficit reduc- 
tion." 


“We used fairly conservative 
growth assumptions. If the eco- 
nomy does better, our revenues 
will be even higher. We do not 
anticipate having to ask for more 
revenues,” Ms. Tyson said. 

She gave the press conference 
after speaking with hundreds of 
students at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley outlining Pres- 
ident Clinton's new economic 
plan. 

Asked about press reports that 
new figures issued by the White 
House showed the deficit reduc- 
tion would be far lower than Mr. 
Clinton mentioned a day earlier, 
Ms. Tyson said it was not a 
mathematical mistake. 

She said the figure of $493 
billion used by Mr. Clinton was a 
gross deficit reduction number, 
including spending cuts and re- 
venue increases. 

Another lower figure of $325 
billion which had been used was a 
net figure adjusted for tax incen- 
tives and spending programmes 
which the Clinton administration 


Microsoft seminar 


AMMAN — Microsoft,. in cooperation with Specialised Tech- 
ntcal Services. Amman. Thursday held a seminar at the Plaza 
Hotel a bout ‘ ‘Introduction to Programming for Microsoft 
Windows with Visual Basic." 

interested people in computer programming 
attended this seminar. 

A free professional editor copy of Visual Basic was forwarded 
to each attendee at the end of the seminar. 
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Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30 

Free Car Parking 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 634144 


Robert De. Niro & Nick Nolte 
. in 


Shows: 12:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 
special show for children on Th. & Fr 
el 11:00 a.m/ • • 

i The Bugs Bunny 
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Basic Instinct 


Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Sharol Stone 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 
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AHLAN THEATRE ™' ' “““ 
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Tuesday January 5th marks the opening of: 
the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium (Ta’a wa Qahneh) - 

Daily at 8:30 p.m.. 

. Tickets office .open all day 

x. ; > 


presents 

“Welcome New World Order — 93”" 

a political comedy review 

Dally, except for Saturdays & Sundays at 8:30 p jn. 
Matinee on Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. 

Box office open daily 
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Bill Clinton 


will also undertake. Ms. Tyson 
said. 

The first public opinion surveys 
taken after Mr. Clinton's speech 
found strong viewer support for 
the president's economic propos- 
als. But Senate Republican lead- 
er Bob Dole of Kansas said the 
minority opposition party would 
not accept the Clinton program- 
me “in its present form." Mr. 
Dole called it "very heavy on the 
tax side and very weak" on 
spending cuts, echoing a blast of 
criticism from former president 
Ronald Reagan. 

The new documents show that 
while Mr. Ginton is proposing 
spending cuts of S247 billion over 
the next four years, 60 per cent of 
those savings are eaten up by the 
$169 billion in increased spending 
and tax cuts in Mr. Clinton's 
programme. 

Once those deficit widening 
proposals are taking into account' 
the $493 billion in deficit cuts Mr. 
Clinton proclaimed to have 
achieved are whittled down to 
$325 billion over four years. 

Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen led the administration 
sales campaign on Capitol Hill, 
telling the Senate Budget Com- 
mittee: “When the plan is fully 
operational, 50 per cent of the 
savings will come from spending 
cuts and only 42 per cent from 
revenues. In the years beyond, 
the proportion of spending cuts 
remains at least that high.” 

The key to the strategy is con- 


vincing vorers to accept addition- 
al burdens ana live with fewer 
government benefits, for the sake 
of future generations. 

in his first address to Congress, 
Mr. Clinton outlined his vision of 
smaller deficits through higher 
income taxes on the wealthy, 
increased energy taxes and 
selected spending cuts, including 
a one-year freeze on federal pa>\ 

“If we do not act now we will 
not recognise this country 10 
years from now” as the national 
debt approaches the size of the 
nation's annual economic out- 
put." Mr. Clinton said. 

Overall, taxes would rise about 
5246 billion and spending would 
shrink S253 billion compared with 
the current policy for the next 
four years, the White House said. 

The programme would impose 
higher energy taxes, but house- 
holds with incomes of less than 
$30,000 would see them offset by 
an expansion of rhe earned in- 
come tax credit. The administra- 
tion calculated the energy tax 
would raise $71. 4 billion by 1990. 

Income tax rates would jump 
significantly from 31 per cent to 
36 per cent — for families with 
taxable income over $140,000 and 
for individuals over S215.000> 
Mr. Clinton said that would affect 
only 1 .2 per cent of taxpavers. A 
10 per cent surtax that Mr. Clin- 
ton had premised to impose on 
millionaires would be applied to 
taxable income over S 25 0.000. 

Among Clinton’s other propos- 
als: 

— Cut i5Q specific federal 
programmes, including a major 
cut in defence spending which 
would still leave the United 
States as the world's strongest 
military power. 

— Freeze the pay of the three 
million federal workers for a 
year. 

— Raise taxes on social secur- 
ity benefits for retired couples 
earning more than 532.000 and 
individuals earning J25.000. 

— Levy medicare payroll taxes 
on all earnings, rather than the 
present S135.U00 limit. Cut pay- 
ments to doctors and hospitals. 

— Boost fees for grazing on 
federal land and recreation in 
federal parks. 

— Increase rhe top corporate 
tax rate, paid by most major 
companies. :o 36 per cent from 


the current 34 per cent. Deny 
deductions for lobbying, club 


dues tnd executive pay over $1 
million. 
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Bosnian refugees from blockade 
zone threaten hunger strike 




la: 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Mus- 
lim refugees from eastern Bosnia 
who have escaped to the Muslim 
town of Tuzla are planning a 
hunger strike in support of starv- 
ing compatriots they have left 
behind, Sarajevo Radio said Fri- 
day. 

Thousands of Muslims in the 
East are trapped behind a Bos- 
nian Serb blockade which has 
frustrated U.N. efforts to send 
food and medicine to starving 
communities. 

The blockade, and a Muslim 
boycott of U.N. relief in 
Sarajevo, has provoked the sus- 
pension of supplies by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the main aid agency. 

Sarajevo Radio said the Bos- 
nian capital was quiet overnight 
after intensive shelling Thursday. 

Tension zones in Croatia, 
where Croats and Serbs resumed 
fighting last month, were also 
calm, Zagreb Radio reported. 

U.N. relief officials in Sarajevo 
were set to close down operations 
Friday as Sadako Ogata. United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, stood by her decision 
to suspend operations because 
the warring parties were playing 
politics over aid. 

In New York, the president of 
the U.N. Security 'Council, 
Moroccan Ambassador Ahmed 
Snoussi, said Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali was asking Mrs. 
Ogata to rescind her decision as 
soon as possible. 

“I had information from the 
secretary-general this morning." 
Mr. Snoussi said Thursday. “The 
secretary-general has been writ- 
ing a letter to her (Mrs. Ogata) to 
resume very quickly." 

The Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 


ernment has refused to allow 
relief aid distributed in Sarajevo 
until Serbs allow food convoys 
through to Muslims in eastern 
Bosnia. 

The United States said it was 
studying a range of options to 
provide aid, including airdrops. 

But Pentagon spokesman Bob 
Hall told reporters Thursday that 
cargo planes might have to be 
protected by air power and that 
“it might not be a feasible op- 
tion." 

The Bosnian government 
issued a statement late Thursday 
calling for an urgent meeting of 
the U.N. Security Council to 
discuss the situation in the light of 
the UNHCR decision to halt op- 
erations. 

According to the head of the 
UNHCR office m Sarajevo, most 
of whose population are without 
water and electricity in freezing 
temperatures, the agency planes 
to pull most of its staff out of the 
Bosnian capital by the weekend. 

That schedule so ter has not 
been affected by news that Ser- 
bian militiamen had finally 
allowed a 10-truck U.N. convoy 
carrying emergency relief to 
move past a roadblock on the 
road to the eastern Bosnian city 
of Gorazde. which is encircled by 
Serb siege forces. 

The convoy, stuck for two days 
at the roadblock, came to a halt 
again a few kilometres up the 
road in front of a hole two metres 
deep and four by five metres 
wide. Bulldozers and dumper 
trucks loaded with .gravel were 
due to plug the bole Friday. 

The Security Council was ex- 
pected to adopt a resolution 
allowing peacekeepers to bring 
heavy weapons into Croatia to 


defend themselves. 

The Council also agreed infor- 
mally to create an international 
war crimes tribunal to try persons 
awiwil of gross human rights 
abuses in the former Yugoslavia. 
That resolution is expected to be 
adopted next week. 

The U.N. refugee agency is 
looking for a “positive sign” be- 
fore restarting its relief opera- 
tions in Bosnia, a spokeswoman 
said Friday. 

The agency was waiting to see 
if a U.N. relief convoy would 
reach the encircled eastern Bos- 
nian city of Gorazde, she said. 

“We are lookiong for a positive 
sign,” Sylvana Foa, spokes- 
woman for tiie UNHCR, told 
Reuters. 

“If the convoy gets through to 
Gorazde and Sarajevo lifts its 
hunger strike, we would consider 
these as positive signs and reas- 
sess the situation." she added. 

The UNHCR spokeswoman 
said while aid bad been sus- 
pended to eastern Bosnia, the 
humanitarian agency continued 
to bring assistance to central Bos- 
nia. 

"Operations are going on in 
central Bosnia as normal,” she 
said. 

In a separate development, 
Bosnian Serbs who recently took 
Kamemca from Bosnian govern- 
ment troops Wednesday unear- 
thed 23 bodies from mass graves 
they said contained victims killed 
by Muslims. 

Many of the bodies were Serb 
uniform. Others were identified 
by relatives. And some were de- 
capitated and missing limbs. 

But, as in other cases of 
claimed atrocities in the 11- 
mcmth-old Bosnian war. it was 


impossible to firmly establish 
which ethnic group was the victim 
and which the aggressor. It was 
also unclear whether the bodies 
were mutilated before or after 
death. 

Journalists taken to the two 
mass graves near Cerska were 
told by Serb military officials that 
a total of 40 bodies out of an 
estimated 100 ‘missing Serbs 
would likely be found in the 
immediate vicinity. 

The authorities said that many 
of (he victims were civilians taken 
from their homes amid a sudden 
Muslim offensive in November. 
But they acknowledged that a 
large number of the those killed 
were actually Bosnian Serb sol- 
diers. 

“They caught many of Serbian 
soldiers and tortured them before 
finally killing and placing them in 
mass graves," said Rajko And- 
jelic, a Bosnian Serb soldier who 
participated in unearthing the 
bodies. 

“I am looking for my brother, 
said Radovan Makunovic. 
another soldier, who arrived to 
examine a row of the decaying 
bodies of Serbian men, some 
clothed in civilian garments, 
some in military uniforms and 
some naked. Some others 
claimed to have recognised mis- 
sing relatives. 

Many of the bodies showed 
signs of torture. Their heads were 
severely smashed. Others were 
decapitated - 

Sporadic artillery fire could be 
heard from the direction of the 
Muslim-held village of Cerska, 
some 5 kilometres from Kameni- 
ca, where an estimated 28,000 
people are trapped by a Bosnian 
Serb siege. 



A group of local 
city's water system in a 


retri eve wa ter from the 
despite the heavy 


shellings from Serbia militiam en 
Sarajevo (AFP photo) _ 
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U.S. senate 


approves 
ban on 


foreigners 
with AIDS 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate has voted to prevent peo- 
ple infected with the AIDS virus 
from immigrating to the United 
States. The 76-23 vote was a 
defeat for President Bill Clinton. 

The ban on admitting fore- 
igners with the human immu- 
nodeficiency virus (HIV) had 
been a government policy that 
could be changed by Mr. Clinton. 
The vote Thursday, if upheld by 
the House of Representatives and 
signed by Mr. C: *iton, would 
turn that policy into a law, and 
any change would require an act 
of Congress. 

White House Press Secretary 
Dee Dee Myers said Mr. Clinton 
was reviewing his options follow- 
ing the vote. “It obviously 
changes things somewhat, so 
we’U look at it,” she said. 

Asked if Mr. Clinton would 
still push for an executive order 
lifting the ban, Ms. Myers said, 
“He could, but the vote margin is 
fairly dramatic ...which suggests 
an executive order is not a fait 
accompli. It could still be over- 
turned by a vote of the Senate." 

Ms. Myers conceded the White 
House did little to head ofF the 
vote, saying Mr. Clinton has been 
busy with his economic plan. 

The most immediate impact 
would be on 267 Haitian boat 
people waiting in a U.S. camp at 
Guantanamo Day. Cuba. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pipeline to Armenia blown up again 


MOSCOW (R) — A crucial pipeline supplying gas to land-locked 
Armenia was blown up in neighbouring Georgia Friday for the 
third time m four weeks, an Armenian government spokesman 
said. Vladimir Manoyan said by telephone from Yerevan that the 
pipe was breached some three kilometres from the Armenian 
frontier at 2 a.m. The latest blast occurred between the sites of 
two earlier breaches of the pipeline on Jan. 23 and Feb. 11. Both 
were repaired after a gap in supplies of several days. No group has 
claimed responsibility for the attacks. But Armenian officials 
have blamed Azeris, because of the bloody territorial conflict 
between the two peoples over Nagorno-Karabakh. Hie Azeri 
government has denied any role. Armenia, which is suffering a 
desperate shortage of fuel, depends on Georgia for its gas. 
Alternative routes through Azerbaijan were dosed because of the 
five-year-old Karabakh conflict. 


6 attempts to kill Yeltsin foiled 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin bodyguards foiled six plots to kill 
President Boris Yeltsin during 1992, although none of them came 
close to him, a' Russian newspaper s;:id Friday. Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, quoting the head of the bodyguards service, said Tamil 
separatists had also hatched a plot to kill Mr. Yeltsin as a publicity 
stunt during his visit to India last month. But Indian and Russian 
security men thwarted them. Lieutenant-General Mikhail Barsu- 
kov told the daily that the amplest case was of a man who had 
promised to “punish” the president for the crisis afflicting Russia. 
He was arrested at Yekaterinburg Railway Station in the Urals, 
but later released. Another was the case of army officer Ivan 
Kislov. arrested in the attic erf a government office last month 
with vague ideas about killing Mr. Yeltsin with penknife. Gen. 
Barsukov, head of the main bodyguards department, said 
individual “avengers” operating separately had little chance of 
success. Assassins operating m bands were more dangerous. 


Bus crash kills 22 in Peru 


LIMA (AP) — A bus plunged off a 500 Foot cliff side road in the 
northern Amazon jungle Thursday, killing at least 22 passengers 
and seriously injuring seven, an official said. Alfonso Paredes, 
spokesman for the prefect's office in the jungle town of 
Chachapoyas, 700 kilometres north of Lima, said the bus skidded 
off the narrow road near the town early Thursday. Mr. Paredes 
said recent heavy rains had turned the region's unpaved roads into 
muddy tracks. It was the fourth major accident in Peru this year. 
Three earlier accidents have left at least 40 people dead. 


Witness reports seeing Wallenberg 


in Russian camp in early 1950s 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — A 
former Russian gulag inmate has 
made public a photograph she 
said showed Raoul Wallenberg in 
a Soviet detention camp eight 
years after the Swedish diplo- 
mat's reported death. 

Natalia Schinkarenko, a survi- 
vor of a Gorky Work Camp, 
showed reporters a photograph 
she said shows Wallenberg, who 
is credited with saving up to 
20,000 Hungarians from Nazi 
death camps in a Russian camp in 
1953 or 1954. 

The photo shows 28 people in 
traditional Ukrainian costume, 
some with musical instruments. 
Ms. Schinkarenko identified a 
balding man in the middle as 
Wallenberg. 

Ms. Schinkarenko said she was 
given it some months before she 
was released from the camp in 
May, 1956. Gulag authorities first 
allowed photographs to be taken 
in the camps in 1953. 

Ms. Schinkarenko, a Ukrainian 
who lives in Kiev, said she didn't 
come forward with the photo 
earlier because she was still afraid 
of Russian authorities after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

The order for the arrest of 
Wallenberg, who would be 80 
now, came from Nikolai Bulga- 
nin, who later became Soviet 


premier. 

It was dated Jan. 17, 1945, the 
last day Wallenberg was seen in 
Budapest, Hungary. 


The former Soviet Union al- 
ways claimed Wallenberg died of 
a heart attack in a Soviet prison in 
1947. But many witnesses have 
said they saw him in detention 
much later. 

Sonja Sonnenfeld of the Wal- 
lenberg Association in Stockholm 
said it was impossible to confirm 
the man in Ms. Schinkarenko’s 
snapshot is Wallenberg. 

But Simone Lucki, head of 
Belgium's Raoul Wallenberg 
Committee, said the photo has 
been studied by experts, wtro 
consider it authentic. 

She brought Ms. Schinkarenko 
here to appear before a European 
Parliament panel. 

Her head and hands trembling 
as she spoke. Ms. Schinkarenko, 
65, recounted richly detailed stor- 
ies from her years in the Gor- 
kowskaya Camps. 

In late September 19S5. the 
women in her camp heard a 
concert by a troupe of male pris- 
oners visiting from another Gor- 
ky Camp, Ms. Schinkarenko said. 

“AH of a sudden it was said 
that Raoulas Wallen be rgas was 
going to play. Nobody knew who 
this was, and his nationality 
wasn't explained.” said. Ms. 
Schinkarenko who spoke in Ger- 
man. 

The Lithuanian prisoners with 
whom he was held added Lithua- 
nian endings to his name, she 
explained. 

“We then saw a man. not 


terribly tall nor small, with grey- 
black hair,” she said. 

“He was swollen because of the 
poor food, and his face was black- 
ened because of frostbite. 

“He had a handsome face, 
beautiful dark eyes and a straight 
nose and very attractive lips.” 

She said Wallenberg played 
hymns and German songs on an 
accordion. 

“It was obvious he had only 
recently learned. He was always 
looking at his fingers to see if he 
was playing right.” 

“I was told he was a Swede — 
Raoul Wallenberg from the 
Swedish embassy,” she said. 

“They said he came from the 
north ‘some time back.”' Ms. 
Schinkarenko said she spoke to 
him briefly in German, but was 
told he was unwell and needed 
rest. 

She said she never saw him 


again. 

Staffan Aberg of the Swedish 
embassy in Brussels had no opin- 
ion on Ms. Schinkarenko's testi- 
mony, saying, “we are not ex- 
cluding anything, but we can't say 
this is the ultimate truth." 

A joint Swedish-Russian Com- 
mission is searching Soviet arc- 
hives to shed light on the Wallen- 
berg case. 

Swedish Prime Minister Carl 
Bildt said last August Sweden 
must assume Wallenberg is still 
alive for lack of conclusive proof 
of his death. 


Yeltsin 


offers 

constitutional 
deal with 


parliament 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin tried to end a 
power struggle Thursday by 
offering to drop his right to intro- 
duce laws if parliament stops 
meddling with his cabinet. 

Mr. Yeltsin's dispute with par- 
liament leader Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov over which should be more 
powerful — the president or the 
legislature — has blocked Mr. 
Yeltsin's political and economic 
reforms. 

“We need to preserve the u->in- 
teirupted, smooth transition of 
power to a new generation of 
politics, which will mean stability 
for the country,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

His detailed proposal resulted 
from talks Tuesday with Mr. 
Khasbulatov. If the men agree on 
the temporary power separation 
plan. Mr. Yeltsin wants the Rus- 
sian Congress to convene in a 
special session to approve it 

The five-part proposal would 
be something like a temporary 
constitution until politicians draft 
a new national charter . 

Russia’s leaders have agreed to 
fry to negotiate a new constitu- 
tion. Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Khas- 
bulatove, however, have 
threatened to take their disagree- 
ment to the nation in a referendum 
if the talks fail. 

The president's proposal calls 
for the legislative and executive 
branches to explicitly acknow- 
ledge each other's powers. 

Mr. Khasbulatov accused Pres- 
ident Yeltsin Friday of playing 
games over the country's fixture 
and rejected his proposals for a 
constitutional agreement. 

Speaking at a meeting of re- 
gional council chiefs in the Sibe- 
rian city of Novosibirsk, he said 
early elections for both the pres- 
idency and the parliament must 
take place by the spring of next 
year. 


Hundreds die in Haiti ferry accident 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — Piles 
of corpses were unloaded from 
search vessels as officials feared 
that hundreds died when an 
ageing ferryboat packed with 
Haitian peasants and their lives- 
tock sank in a storm. 

“I don’t think anyone will ever 
know exactly bow many people 
were aboard, or died, in this 
accident,” said Coast Guard Pet- 
ty Officer Steve Sapp in Miami. 

“We’re not very optimistic ab- 
out finding any more survivors at 
sea.” 

Five U.S. Coast Guard cutters, 
a Haitian naval vessel and U.S. 
aircraft continued their search 
early Friday for survivors of the 
ferry Neptune. 

Shocked survivors of one of the 
worst peacetime marine disasters 
in recent years said they had 
survived by clinging to flotsam, 
including the bloated bodies of 
cows. 

Some survivors blamed the dis- 
aster on hundreds of passengers 
who ran to one side of the boat 
for cover after the Neptune en- 
countered a storm, capsizing the 
vessel. 

Haitian officials said the 150- 
foot (45-metre) vessel was cram- 
med with between 800 and 2,000 
passengers when it capsized dur- 
ing a sudden squall shortly after 
midnight Tuesday. 

In the capital city, ambulances 
lined up to transfer piles of corp- 
ses from docked search vessels to 
a hospital morgue. 

More than 100 bodies were 
dragged from the ocean by rescue 
ships, a Coast Guard spokesman 
in Miami said, and Indies of the 
dead wash- * - Haiti 

beaches. 

Aeriai , ..i .aster 

area shower u—.-. <t bodies 
drifting in the sea. atr-Jst on oil 
slick. 
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ble to immediately determine the 
number of dead because so many 
bodies were stacked up. 

Officials were also unable to 
immediately pinpoint the number 
of survivors who swam ashore pr 
were rescued by small fishing 
boats. 

At least 150 survivors were in 
Petit Goaw, a coastal town 80 
kilometres from Port-Au-Prince 
and an unknown number of 
others were in three southern 
coastal villages, according to local 
radio. 

One survivor said she and 13 
others initially kept themselves 
afloat in the dark and heaving 
seas by hanging onto the bloated 
body erf a dead cow, which was 
also tossed overboard from the 
ferry. The woman said she later 
grabbed a floating crate filled 
with soda bottles and was washed 
ashore early Thursday morning. 

A 33-year-old survivor said he 
frantically grabbed a bag of char- 
coal after being swept into the 
ocean and hugged it to his chest 
until a small fishing boat rescued 
him Wednesday afternoon. 

“I was saved by tins bucket,” 
said one sobbing woman, poin- 
ting to a small white plastic 
bucket at her feet. “I swam for 
my life.” 

The ferry serves as an impor- 
tant commercial link between the 
capital and the agricultural centre 
of Jeremie, 240 ki lom etres away. 

Passengers typically were Hai- 
tian peasants taking large baskets 
of fruit, vegetables and charcoal, 
as well as chicken, (tigs and cattle 
to sell in the market. The ferry- 
boats are routinely packed to 
capacity, with passengers dinging 
to the upper decks. 

U.S. Coast Guard officials, 
who dispatched vessels and air- 
craft to search for survivors, said 
the accident ranked as one of the 
worst marine accidents in recent 
history. 


Haitian hijacker surrenders to 
Miami 


MIAMI (AP)— A Haitian held a 
gun to the head of a pilot and 
hijacked a missionary plane to 
Florida, giving up his weapon in 
midni ght after being preached to 
by one of his captives, authorities 
say. 

Woody Marc Edouard. 24. 
emerged with his hands behind 
his bead and surrendered Thurs- 
day after the twin propeller DC 3 
landed at Miami International 
Airport with 12 othersaboard, all 
believed to be Americans. 


Mr. Edouard fired a shot into 
the cabin at the outset of the 
hijacking, but no one was hurt, 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) said. 

He was held on an air piracy 
charge, which carries at least 20 
years in prison. 

A spokeswoman at the U.S. 
embassy in Haiti said the hijacker 
was a Haitian soldier. But the 
FBI said it was unable to co n firm 
that. 



Ransom demand for 
Irish champion 
donkey 


CLOUGHMILLS, North ern Ire -. 

has received a ransom demand 

for £5 00 ($720). Retired fanner 
Jack McKiQen, who fears ms 
IQ-year-old chestnut star may 
haw been taken by jealous nvajs. 
told reporters Friday "I aool 
know if the call was genuine or 
not. He indicated be would rmg 
ha r k with more instructions. 
Toby, the winner of 100 donkey 
races, was stolen from a field in 
County Antrim. His disappear- 
ance coincides with the iota 
anniversary of Epsom Derby win- 
ner Shergar being kidnapped 
from the Aga Khan's stud in the 
Irish Republic by Irish RepobU’ 
can Army guerrillas. The cham- 
pion racehorse has never been 


Filthy toilets may 
spark violence at 
work 


Mr. Edouard's only known de- 
mand was to be flown to Miami, 
but FBI spokesman Paul Mi Oct 
said he made no immediate re- 
quest for asylum. 

The FBI said die incident be- 
gan about 1:30 p.m. (1030 GMT) 
when Mr. Edouard, armed with a 
JO-caJiber pistol, sneaked up on 
a woman helping passengers 
board at Cap Haitien. Haiti, and 
forced his way onto the plane 
with her as his hostage. 

“He fired a shot. It went 
through her skirt and into the 
floor of the plane. I don't know if 
he did it on purpose,” said FBI 
supervisor Roy Tubergen. 

The plane, owned by Mission- 
ary Flight International of West 
Pahn Beach, had been bound for 
West Palm Beach with nine pas- 
sengers and two crew members. 


SYDNEY (R) — The next time 
you use the toilet at work, leave it 
dean, or you may get more, than 
dirty looks from your colleagues. 
According to a study by Austra- 
lian criminologists, the cleanli- 
ness of toilets in offices, shops 
and factories “possesses a direct 
relevance to aggression control". 
“Dirty toilets or a lack of toilets 
at workplaces, can aggravate peo- 
ple ...as people are already stres- 
sed as it is." Bruce S wanton, 
head of the research team at tire 
Australian Insitute of Criminolo- 
gy (AIC), said Friday. “Dirty 
seating and surroundings give the 
impression that clients are not 
respected, which can depress or 
offend them.” 


Japan to become 
world’s greyest 
society 


ANC predicts election victory 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress pre- 
dicted Friday it would win a 
majority in South Africa's fiist- 
non-radal elections and appealed 
to the international community 
for funds to fuel its drive for 


power. 

“What I would like to say ...is 
that the ANC, the national li- 
beration movement of the people 
of South Africa, will emerge from 
these elections as the largest poli- 
tical force in the country," ANC 
Chairman Oliver Tam bo told the 
opening of an international anti- 
apartheid conference. 

Mr. Tam bo addressed the dele- 
gates from 35 nations on behalf of 
an exhausted ANC President 
Nelson Mandela, whom doctors 
have ordered to rest. 

In a glossy brochure handed to 
the delegates, the ANC said it 
needed financial help. 

“The cost of fighting these 
elections on a fair and equal basis 
is far from free and could well 


exceed 130 million rand ($43 mil- 
lion). The task is immense." Mir. 
Mandela wrote. 

“Unless the ANC acquires the 
resources necessary to fund an 
election campaign of this magni- 
tude, it will not be able to com- 
pete on an equal baas. We can- 
not overstress the need to level 
the playing field.” 


The ANC made its election 
prediction and pitch as the white 
minority government was wind- 
ing up three days of delicate talks 
with the Zulu-based Inkatba 
Freedom Party to woo it back to 
the negotiating process. 

Government negotiators have 
been trying to allay Inkatba lead- 
er Mangosutbu Butbelezi’s fears 
of being sidetracked by secret 
deals between the ANC and Pre- 
toria on the country's future. 

Mr. Mandela defied doctors’ 
orders this week to attend a key 
session of the ANCs policy- 
making National Executive Com- 


mittee (NEC), which agreed to a 
government of national unity but 
said it rejected the idea of “power 
sharing." . 

“Within the next 12 months 
and hopefully before the end of 
tins year, the people of Sooth 
Africa in an histone and water- 
shed election which will mark our 
break with the past Mr. Tam- 
bo told tiie conference. 


ANC proposals unveiled 
Thursday envisaged ail-race elec- 
tions within a year and the forma- 
tion of a government including, 
on a proportional basis, all par- 
ties that win more than five per 
cent of the vote. 


Derisions would be taken by a 
simple majority, not on a consen- 
sus basis that amid give the white 
minority a veto. 

“This (consensus) would dilute 
the concept of majority rule. The 
ANC is totally against this,”* 
ANC Secretary General Cyril 
Rampbosa said. 


U.S. to review environment treaty stance 


PHILADELPHIA (Agencies) — 
President Bill Clinton will review 
the U.S. position opposing a so- 
called bio-diversity treaty drafted 
at last year’s Earth Summit in Rio 
De Janeiro, his top environmen- 
tal official said. 

“We are beginning that process 
right now," Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (EPA) Adminis- 
trator Carol Browner said Thurs- 
day. 

'‘Hie president during his 
(election) campaign did indicate 
an interest in bio-diversity and 
reviewing that," Ms. Browner 
told a news conference. 

The United States drew heavy 
criticism for being the only major 
nation to refuse to tign the bio- 
diversity treaty at the Earth Sum- 
mit last June. The treaty is aimed 
at preserving the world’s register 
of plants, animals and natural 
resources. The Bush administra- 
tion claimed that provisions of 
the treaty would harm the U.S. 
bio-technology industry. 

Ms. Browner said the EPA 
would be working with other 
cabinet departments to develop a 
position on the treaty, and Sug- 


gested the issue could be 
approached through international 
trade talks under the General 
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs 
(GATT). 

She said the United States in- 
tended to be a leader in world 
environmental policy. Mr. Clin- 
ton’s plan to elevate the agency to 
a cabinet department would sup- 
port that goal, she said, echoing 
comments she made at a Senate 
hearing earlier m the day. 

Ms. Browner was speaking as 
part of the Clinton government's 
cross-country campaign to sell the 
president's economic programme 
which he unveiled Wednesday 
night. S1 k said the environmental 
measures in Mr. Clinton's econo- 
mic plan demonstrated that jobs 
can be created in fighting pollu- 
tion. 

“This package demonstrates 
that you can have a dean en- 
vironment for the future and cre- 
ate the jobs that you need to- 
day,” Ms. Browner said. 

The plan for about SI billion in 
new environmental spending in 
1993 would create large num- 
bers of new jobs, principally in 


construction, she said. Most of 
tiie money,' $845 million, would 
be spent to build new waste water 
treafrnents plants. 

Meanwhile, Radio Liberty and 
Radio Free Europe are nearing 
their final sign-offs in President 
Clinton's new economic plan, an 
official of the Board for Interna- 
tional. Broadcasting says. 

The board, which operates the 
Munich-based transmissions to 
former Communist countries in 
Europe, is listed for deep cuts 
Starting in fiscal 1994, said a 
board official who spoke Thurs- 
day on condition of anonymity. 

As part of Mr. Clinton's spend- 
ing cuts announced to Congress 
Wednesday night, the board “was 
given a set of numbers that 
assumed cancellation" of a new 
transnitter project in Israel in 
1994, cutback of programmes the 
next year and termination in 
1996, the source said. 

The source said the Office of 
Management and Budget listed 
cuts in the broadcast board's 
allocations at $60 million, $59 
million, $281 million and $244 
million for fiscal years 1994, 1995 


and 1997, respectively. 

Radio Free Europe, broadcast- 
ing to Central European coun- 
tries, and Radio Liberty, to the 
former Soviet Union, spent about 
$207 million in 1992. 


Malcolm S. Forbes Jr., the 
New York financial magazine 
publisher who chairs the board, 
said in a telephone interview that 
the numbers were “from the nod- 
dle level bureaucrats at the Office 
of Management and Budget, and 
not discussed thoroughly by the 
foreign policy establishment or 
Capitol HOI r 


• “In a time of budget austerity, 
radio broadcasting is the cheapest 
way of influencing events, the 
cheapest way to figit dictators, 
cheaper than military forces and 
bases," be said. 

Forbes predicted that Eastern 
Europe’s problems will force 
U.S. policy-makers to r ecog n ise 
“die unique mission of die two 
radios," which is to help former 
Communist countries’ transition 
to democracy by providing in- 
formation about their leaders and 
neighbours. 


TOKYO (R) — One in five 
Japanese null be over 65 by 2007, 
making Japan die world's greyest 
society, according to a study by 
tire Japan Medical Association 
(JMA). By the year 2025, the 
figure would have risen to more 
than one in four of the popula- 
tion, a JMA spokeswoman said 
Friday. The expected jump of 
over-65s from 12 per cent in 1990 
to 20 per cent in just 17 years 
gave Japan the fastest ageing rate 
in the world, she added. Japan's 
projected 27 per cent of over-65s 
by 2025 compares with 23 per 
cent for Germany, 20 per cent for 
the United States and 19 per cent 
for Britain, United Nations statis- 
tics show. Japan's total popula- 
tion would climb to a peak of 128 
million in 2007 from the current 
123 million and then decline, 
dropping to 120 million by the 
year 2025, the JMA study 
showed. 


Copper on the run — 
or rather run-over 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
motorist who saw a man in dark 
glasses dash out of a shop clutch- 
ing a knife did what perhaps ah 
honest citizen should — he ran 
him over. The “robber’’, howev- 
er, turned out to be a plain- 
clothes policeman taking part in-a 
hold-up drill designed to raise 
local awareness about crime pre- 
vention. Local media attending 
the fake hold-up filmed the knife- 
wielding policeman rush down 
the street with z store employee 
in hot pursuit, 'the next moment, 
grounded and dazed, the cop was 
yelling obscenities at the car that 
had felled him. 


Woman charged with 
poisoning after 
lover gets AIDS 


PARIS (R) — a French woman 
infected with tire deadly AIDS 
virus has been charged with 
poisoning her lover by failure to 
tell him she was HTV-poativeJn 
a case that could make legal 
“tsfrny, an examining magistrate 
“ the northeastern city of Metz 
charged her Wednesday after her 
29-yea r-old boyfriend filed a 
pwnplamt alleging she knowingly 
infected Mm with the HIV vims 
during their three-year re fr 
tranship. 


French candidate 
tells voters the 
naked truth 
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